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www.nevadaradio.co.uk
OR CALL THE NEVADA SALES HOTLINE

Aircell Plus
A low-loss 50 Ohm coaxial cable for the frequency range
up to 10 GHz.
Aircom uses a semi Air dielectric with the inner conductor
supported by a continous, unshakeable, star shaped five
bridge form. The massive inner conductor is manufactured
with oxygen-poor copper, and covered with a thin film of
PE to prevent corrosion permanently.

Ecoflex® New Ecoflex Low Loss Cables
and Connectors at Nevada!

SSB-Electronic Germany have developed a range of Ultra-low loss coaxial cables for the
professional and Amateur Market With three different types of cables Ecoflex, Aircell and
Aircom plus, there is one for every application.

Nevada are delighted to have been appointed UK distributors!

For full specifications of these and other
low loss cables please visit our web site

Ecoflex 10
Specification
• Diameter: 10.2mm
• Loss at 100MHz per 100m: 4.0dB 
Price: £2.65 per metre, £251.75 per 100m drum

Ecoflex 10 Connectors
• PL259 connector ......................£5.95
• N type connector .....................£6.50
• BNC type connector.................£6.50

Ecoflex Low loss Cables
A range of flexible and also very low-loss 50 Ohm coaxial
cable for the frequency range up to 6 GHz. Using a low
loss PE-LLC dielectric with a gas content of more than 70%
gives the very lowest losses.
Ecoflex 15
Specification
• Diameter: 14.6mm
• Loss at 100MHz per 100m: 2.81dB 
Price: £5.60 per metre, £532 per 100m drum

Ecoflex 15 Connectors
• PL259 connector ......................£8.95
• N type connector .....................£9.95

Aircell
Aircell range is a highly flexible coaxial cable for use up to
6 GHz. The low losses in relation to the diameter and the
small bend radius of the cable make it perfect for the Radio
Amateur.
Aircell 7
Specification
• Diameter: 7.3mm
• Loss at 100MHz per 100m: 6.28dB 
Price: £1.70 per metre, £161.50 per 100m drum

Aircell 7 Connectors
• PL259 connector ......................£2.65
• N type connector .....................£5.25
• BNC type connector.................£5.25

Aircell 5
Specification
• Diameter: 5.0mm
• Loss at 100MHz per 100m: 9.4dB 
Price: £1.35 per metre, £128.25 per 100m drum

Aircell 5 Connectors
• PL259 connector ......................£2.25
• N type connector .....................£3.95
• BNC type connector.................£3.25

Aircell Plus
Specification
• Diameter: 10.3mm
• Loss at 100MHz per 100m: 3.8dB 
Price: £2.95 per metre

Aircell 5 Connectors
• PL259 connector ......................£5.95
• N type connector .....................£6.50
• BNC type connector.................£6.50
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Pictures taken from the successful stand at the Norbeck Rally on 11 April 2010.   The stand

was manned by our Chairman, G3ZYY and our new “Whats on Six” columnist, G6TGO.

The centre photo shows from left to right; Ian, G6TGO; Dave, MØOBW

(President of the RSGB); and Trev, G3ZYY.

A full write up of the exhibition will appear in the next issue of Six News.
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UKSMG Committee
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Archivist Clive Davies G4FVP g4fvp@uksmg.org
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Member #3 Matt Madsen OZ6OM oz6om@uksmg.org
Member #4* David Dix G4JZS g4jzs@uksmg.org
* G6TGO & G4JZO have been co-opted onto the committee.  To be ratified at
the next AGM.
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Editorial
Peter Bacon, G3ZSS

Beacons, beacons, beacons.  I am afraid that this
issue is taken up with a few articles regarding
proposals going through the IARU Region 1
committees to relocate all beacons above 50.400.  This
would then clear the bottom of the band for more CW
activity.  At least that is the theory.

This is obviously a highly emotive subject, and
whatever the outcome must not be allowed to proceed
unless it is harmonised with the other IARU regions.

In this issue, I include the original
thoughts on this by the RSGB VHF
Manager, the relevant section of the
Minutes of the IARU Vienna meeting, and
comments from Trev, our Chairman.  I do
urge everyone to read this closely and
make your comments known to your
relevant authority.  On a related note, Bo,
SM7FJE kindly forwarded me the news
on KH6HI – a beacon we would all love to
hear in Europe!

The UKSMG Committee recently
received a long letter from Harry Schools
(K3HS).  We found it so interesting that
we asked Harry if he had no objection to
our reproducing it in full.  It makes
fascinating reading.  Many readers will
remember Harry as KA3B, and his Six
Meter Report from the late 80s.  I dug out
an old QSL card from Harry when he
operated FP/KA3B, as well as an old
binder that I have kept with a few years of
his bulletins.

This Summer, the UKSMG will be
running our usual contest again.  We invite
as many entrants as possible.  Our
Contest Manager, Ade, has re-written a
number of the rules to try and encourage
a wider participation.  Please read the new

rules and we look forward to working you
in the contest.

This issue also marks a change in the
“What’s on Six” column that was so well
compiled by Kerry, GØLCS in the past.
We welcome Ian, G6TGO as the new
columnist.  Ian’s contact details can be
found in this issue, and we encourage
everyone to send in their contributions.
We also welcome Pete, NL7XM as our
new USA Country Manager.  Hopefully
Pete will be able to spread the news and
encourage more 6m operators in the
States to join the UKSMG.

I keep hearing a lot of good things
being said about the LFA antenna
designs.  Peter, PA2V has written in with a
quick suggestion on the use of a bazooka
balun with the LFA.  We welcome anyone
else’s comments on how they are using
these antennas.

Many thanks to everyone for their
contributions.  As I write this, I have seen
spots by stations in Southern Europe for
3B8 and ST2.  Let’s keep our fingers
crossed for some exciting DX over the
coming months.  We hope to see you all
on the Magic Band before too long.

73 Peter G3ZSS
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Chairman’s Corner
Trevor Day, G3ZYY

It’s that time again and by the time you read this
we may already have experienced the first of this
summer’s sporadic E.  Personally I can hardly wait.
Yes, F2 propagation brings much juicier DX and TEP
seems much more exotic, but sporadic E gives
everyone the opportunity to work something unusual
without needing contest class equipment and

One of our new committee members
this year has wasted no time in chasing
new methods of publicising the Group.
David G8LZE has produced an audio
visual presentation on the merits of joining
UKSMG which is now available to view on
YouTube.  You can find it here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
LcLUp1RgM1Q

There are other ideas to increase our
profile which I hope will come to fruition
in the near future as we head into the new
Cycle.

As I type this the news from Dave
EI3IO/A92IO is that Bahrain has now
released the band for amateur use with a
full frequency allocation and decent power
levels.

I have no doubt that the first A92
transatlantic QSOs won’t be far off and,
at least for those of us in Europe, it should
be a new entity within the grasp of
everyone this Es season.

Finally I will be off to SV8 for a couple
of weeks at the end of May.  No radio with
me I’m afraid so, as with all of my recent
trips away, you can expect some decent
propagation.

Good luck to all, see you in the pile-
ups.

Trev G3ZYY

antennas.
I still have a 6m EH antenna hanging

in the shack window built whilst
experimenting with the concept some
years ago.  With just 1 metre of coax as
the transmission line and 5 watts from my
transverter it has worked all over Europe
with good signal reports.  Even now I
occasionally connect it up and have a
QSO or two.  This from an antenna the
diameter of my finger and just 8 cm long!
Just another reason why this is the ‘magic
band’!

On the subject of propagation, there
is an ongoing debate on the future of our
50 MHz beacon system.  I would
encourage everyone to get involved in this
and to express your views.  You will find
more on this subject within this issue.

The next public appearance of
UKSMG is at the Norbreck Rally in
Blackpool here in the UK.  Ian G6TGO will
be operating a live WSPR demonstration
on 6m from our stand which we hope will
be of interest.  The main thrust is to meet
our members and, of course, to increase
the membership base in order to fund our
‘good works’.  Not having experienced
WSPR I am keen to see how it works out.
We will be using the Group’s call-sign
G5KW during the event.
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Secretary’s Page
Chris Deacon, G4IFX

Firstly, welcome to new members
G6MXL, GØBWG, G4AZB, MØSDY,
2E1DFI, N5GX, GD8GRE and G4MBN,
and welcome back to rejoining members
G6TTL, SQ4GXW, G3RZA, GW4ZAR
and GØOOG.  Total membership is now
689, which includes 88 internet members.

You may remember that last time I said
that our long-serving US Country Manager
Alex Kaplinsky K5UNY had indicated that
he’d like to pass on the role to someone
else.  I’d like to send Alex my personal
thanks, as well as those of the group, for
the great job he’s been doing for the past
several years.  Thanks, Alex.

But now I’m extremely pleased to
announce that our new US Country
Manager is Pete Varounis, NL7XM; I’m
sure you would all like to join me in
welcoming him to the role.  Elsewhere in
this issue you’ll find an article in which
Pete introduces himself; he has an
impressive amateur radio resumé (what
us Brits call a CV) and I’m sure he will do
a fantastic job.  As he said in a recent
email, “I am looking forward to serving an
organization I have enjoyed being part of
for so many years”.  The handover from
Alex to Pete is well underway and all
enquiries and payments from US
members should now be sent to Pete.

But why should we stop there?  We
have UKSMG managers in several
countries now (see the list at the back of
this issue) but there are still a number of
important countries where we do not.

If you have a passion for 50MHz and
want to help promote the band in your
country, why not volunteer?  It doesn’t
have to be a very time consuming job.
There are four essential, routine tasks:

1. Accept payments from members in
your country in local currency by cheque,
bank transfer or cash

2. Accept payments and membership
details from new members.

3. Update the secretary with renewal
and new member details, on at least a
monthly basis.

4. Send accumulated money to the
secretary on a quarterly basis (we usually
use PayPal for this).

Over and above these essential tasks,
the job is what you make of it, but of
course we would like you, as country
manager, to actively promote 50MHz and
the UKSMG in your country and to
represent the group at key hamfests and
so on.  As solar activity starts to improve
we really want a big push to encourage
the growth of six metres and of the group
worldwide.  But there are a number of
countries, Germany for instance, with a
good level of activity where we don’t have
very many members.

If you’re interested, or even just
thinking about it, please get in touch with
me at secretary@uksmg.org.

Meanwhile, my rotator broke down
several months ago so I’d better get out
there and fix it – either that or I’ll be limited
to QSOs with Scandinavia because that’s
where the antenna happens to be
pointing!

Until next time, 73 de Chris
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What’s on Six
The world of six metres with band
reports, DX News, propagation
and topical information for every
operator, compiled by
Ian Hogan, G6TGO

c/o 5 Shorrocks Ave, St Michaels’ on Wyre,

Nr Preston, Lancashire PR3 0TL.

Hello and welcome to the 2nd column
of 2010.

Kerry (G8VR) has handed over the
what’s On Six Column to me after he did
some arm twisting, for the time being to
see how I shape up!.  I obliged and was
honoured to be asked; as this is the first
time I have been involved in News
gathering.

I must thank Kerry for all the hard work
he has put in, to produce such a popular
column over the past few years.  I am sure,
I can say on behalf of all who read this
column, the readership wish you well, and
now all you have to do is find the ON
switch on your Rig! , so do not forget to
let us know what you work during the start
of Cycle 24.

I must also thank Kerry for his sound
advice, and to Peter G3ZSS for giving me
support as well as Trev G3ZYY and Dave
G8FXM and the rest of the Committee of
the UKSMG  for helping me to ease myself
in to such a responsibility.

I first became involved with Amateur
Radio in 1972 after accidently receiving
Amateur Radio on 2m with a AM receiver
my mother bought me for my Birthday!

By going to the Library, I soon found
out that this would be an exciting Hobby,
so aged 11, I decided to explore Amateur

Radio.  Where I became a SWL, listening
not only Amateur radio but Broadcast
stations as well, sending in listener reports
and receiving QSL’s in the 1970’s to 80’s.

By the age of 13 I had joined the Air
Training Corps as a Cadet and operated
78MHz/103MHz/149MHz/ equipment
Here I also learned CW by identifying
NDB/MF Beacons for Navigational
instruction reasons.  Which then led me
to listen to slow morse on 80m.

With the invaluable help of several
people, I took the RAE in Dec 1982 and
passed it and so in Feb 1983, I received
the Call sign G6TGO.  This was a very
proud moment for me.

Since then, I have mainly been a SSB/
CW , 2M, 70cm operator, until in 2004,  I
decided to investigate 50MHz because
someone said to me I was wasting my
time and I wanted to judge this for myself.
How wrong this chap was! Because I have
not looked back since, what a fantastic
band this is, both with the technical
behavior of the band and also the
excellent people I have now met on air
and off air this was something else no
other Band could offer!

I am interested in 50MHz Beacons and
Propagation, I can be found on either
50.098 cw or on 50.150 SSB.  I am

e-mail DXNews@uksmg.org
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interested in WSPR on 50.293 as well.
I would say 50MHz is a true Radio

Amateurs band second to no other!!  I
look forward to working with you all in the
future and hope in time I can provide a
meaningful column to follow Kerry’s
excellent standards!.

73, de Ian.
*The Air training Corps is a Military

Youth organization for 13-22 yr old people
interested in Aviation or preparing to make
a career in the Royal Air Force or the
Military.

Solar News (Jim Kennedy)
KH6/K6MIO brings us his usual
excellent report.

April 2010 Solar report.

I am happy to report that the upturning
trend of Cycle 24 is continuing.  There
were only three days in March when the
daily R

i
 was zero, that is, the Sun was

spotless.  Nevertheless, the cycle still
remains something of an enigma.

As I have mentioned in previous
columns, at the end of Cycle 22 and its
transition into the beginning of Cycle 23
(i.e., about where we are now, but now in
Cycle 24), the southern solar hemisphere
was lagging somewhat behind the north
at the end of 22. There was a suggestion

that the north waited for the south to catch
up, and that the Cycle 23 upturn didn’t
occur until the northern and southern
solar hemispheres had somehow synced
up again.  However, what was only a
“suggestion” in Cycle 23, is shown
dramatically in the data for Cycle 24, as
the Figure continues to show.

Quite recently, I had an opportunity to
meet with an old friend and colleague, Dr.
Jack Harvey, at the US National Solar
Observatory in Tucson AZ.  When the
conversation turned to the solar cycle,

Jack’s first words were, “You know, it
almost looks like the northern hemisphere
had to wait and re-sync with the south
before the either could start rising.  It’s
very difficult to understand that degree of
north-south coupling”.  (Jack has been
tracking the “butterfly” patterns of the
active regions versus latitude, and seeing
the same effect.)

Of course, this “re-syncing” could all
be a coincidence, but no doubt the solar
physicists will continue to explore the
implications.

The Figure below is an update of a
figure I have shown before.  It shows the
total sunspot index, R

i
, superposed upon

the northern and southern hemispheric
counts, R

n
 and R

s  
(Note:  R

i
 = R

n
 + R

s
).

The raw individual counts
characteristically show a lot of month-to-
month variation.  This is quite normal, and
little can be drawn from the differences
between one month and the next.
Generally, it is the long-term trends that
are important.  As is common, almost all
of the data in the Figure are smoothed
over 12 months, that is to say the value
for a given month is an average of a 12-
month period centered on that month.

There is an important exception.
Following this approach will not allow one
to plot the last six months of data, since

Solar Cycle4 23/24 through March 2010.
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there isn’t enough data for a 12-month
average.  In the Figure, I have departed
from the norm by doing an average of
whatever data were available.  The
intention is to extract whatever information
at least smoothing might reveal, while
recognizing that the closer one gets to the
current month, the more uncertain that
value becomes, and the more plotted
value is subject to the vagaries of the
normal month-to-month variations.

In the current case, the monthly R
i
 for

March was slightly lower than the previous
month.  So there is a hesitation in the
climbing upturn.  This may be “real” or
just a bump in the road.  Most likely it is
the latter and the longer-term average will
continue to climb, but only time will tell.

At this point, if Cycle 24 behaves more
like a “regular” cycle, solar maximum
would probably occur around the
Northern Hemisphere winter of 2012-13.
It is still too early to be very sure of that,
and it is too early to make any data-based
inferences about the R

i
 value at solar

maximum.
73, Jim KH6/K6MIO

Dx and General News.

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA (V2)

DL7AFS and DJ7ZG will be QRV as
V21ZG from Antigua, IOTA NA-100, from
March 16 to April 4. Activity will be on 80
to 6 meters using SSB, RTTY and PSK.
QSL via DL7AFS

BAHRAIN (A9)

Dave EI3IO has confirmation that he
has been issued A92IO, Dave has said he
will be in Bahrain until August 2010.

Dave also put an announcement onto
the UKSMG Website 28/3/2010 as follows,

The moment we’ve all been waiting for
has arrived. With immediate effect

amateurs in Bahrain (A9) are authorised
to use the band 50.0 - 50.5 MHz on a
national primary basis and 50.5 - 52.0 MHz
on a national secondary basis. Maximum
PEP at the antenna input for General Class
licensees is 32dBW and for Intermediate
Class licensees 20 dBW.

The first ever 50 MHz QSO in the
Kingdom of Bahrain was made yesterday
30 March 2010 at 17:30 UTC between
A92GR (Mohamed) and A92IO (Dave
EI3IO).

(Congratulations Dave from all of us!)

SABLE ISLAND (CYØ)

Again, we will be blessed with CYØX
which will be manned with WA4DAN,
A4VK, NØTG and others.  Although this
is a multiband operation, the 6m operation
will again be a big hit for us in Europe, as
even I worked them in 2008!

http://www.cy0x.com/

PALESTINE (E4)

The UKSMG Sponsored E4X
Dxpedition managed by Antonio EA5RM
and Jose EA7KW and many others will be
operational from 28th May 2010 until 6th

July 2010 although this is a Multiband
operation Antonio placed an on line
survey on bands people preferred their
focus of operations to be and 6m is at the
time of writing top of the polls at 15.29%!

http://www.dxfriends.com/e4x/

SARDINIA (ISØ)

A French Team led by F6KOP will be
active on 6m, as IS0R from Isola Rossa
JN41KA   between 7th-15th May 2010.

FINLAND (OHØ)

A Dutch Team will be activating EU-
002  on 6m ,15th to the 28th of May 2010
from Eckero, Aland Islands.
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TUNISIA 3V (TS)

A Italian led Team will be active on 6m
as TS8P or TS8P/P from AF-083 Djerba
and Kuriat AF-092 between 27April and
the 4th May 2010.

ENGLAND (G)

GØVJG reports, his club, the Cray
Valley Radio Society will be operating on
6m as G0VJG/P from EU011 (IN69) the
Isle of Scilly between the 20th and the 26th

of July .

IRELAND (EI)

The Irish Radio Transmitters Society
(IRTS) have a 6 metre net (organised by
EI1KARG)

Frequency: 50.135 MHz
Mode: SSB
Date: First Monday of each month
Time: 2100 (local)

 CAICOS ISLAND (VP5)

Jim WB2REM and Glen KD2JA will be
active as VP5/WB2REM from
Providencials NA-002 Caicos Isl 10th to the
17th June 2010.

They will have a dedicated 6m station
available for the ARRL June Contest.

ITALY (I)

1st 50 MHz Marathon - Memorial
“Roberto Rossi” I5RRE.

 The Florence Section of ARI organizes
the first edition of “50 Mhz Marathon -
Memorial Roberto Rossi I5RRE”.
Participation is open to all amateur radio
operators resident in Italy. The purpose is
to contact as many squares as possible
in the 50 MHz band. Participants are
requested to operate respecting to the
letter the spirit of the competition and the
frequency allocations of IARU Region 1
Band Plan.

Event starts 00.00 UTC of 01 May 2010
until 23.59 UTC of 31 Aug 2010.

JERSEY (GJ)

GM4FDM continues planning for a July
2010 6M expedition to Jersey Island.

Arrival is June 29, departure July 6. 
Operators are:

GJ4FDM     QSL GM4FDM
MJ/PA3EWP  QSL PA7FM
MJ/PA1AW     QSL PA1AW
GJ3USR     QSL G3USR
MJ/PA1BDO  QSL   tba
MJ/PA 5 F     QSL   tba

 Gear will be an 8-element Yagi for 6
with an ACOM 1000 amp, 2M gear and
“the usual HF gear.”  Tom says, “We hope
to be pretty active all bands and modes
asCircumstances and propagation
permit.  ‘’We will try to be loud into the
USA on 6M.”

ALASKA (KL7) KL7/KB7Q UPDATE:
Gene will be operational on 6m between
June and July He also would like to try
some TPP with northern EU stations if Kp
stays low next summer.   Any EU stations
interested in working KL7 are invited to
contact Gene directly via email to set up
some TPP or EME skeds. Gene was pretty
handy getting his email and internet set
up via cell phone links during his grid
hopping last summer, so hopefully he can
be easily contacted once he is set up in
Alaska.

Member band & other activity
reports.

JON JONES, NØJK reports.

Lots of 6M Es,  here in the states,
every day since Jan 31st.

After a long dry spell — 6 Meters
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opened up with a bang on the last day of
January.

I Noted Es spots on DX Summit from
1630 UTC on for stations along the Atlantic
seaboard. Long duration opening, over 8
hours continuous for some along the east
coast. C6AGN just spotted by K4ZOO at
0050 UTC Feb. 1.

 Es stayed east of Kansas most of the
day until late Sunday afternoon. Around
2340 UTC Florida and the

Carolinas begin coming in. The
eastern stations that poked through had
large pileups of 4s, 5s, and 0s calling
them.

Worked from Wichita on 6M:

January 31
2349  KA4YMY  50.145  North

Carolina EM95  5x9++  large pileup on
him.

February 1
0013  N2XQM  50.130  Virgina EM26

“rare grid”  5x9++  said a “hornet’s nest
of a pileup!”

Some foreign DX spotted - C6AGN
and C6AMN among others.

Heard C6AGN on 50.118 MHz ~ 2335
UTC Jan. 31. 

Nice opening for February 1!
N2XQM 0023Z 50130.0 EM 17 <ES>

FM26 rare grid NØJK     
KA4YMY 008Z 50145.0  EM17 <ES>

EM95 5x9 wkd pileup NØJK     
Jon also Logged in a rare March

opening...
March 9
2320  K2EK  EL88  Florida
March 10
0052 AC5O EL49 Louisiana worked

from my mobile while driving in Haysville,
KS on way to a school concert with my
wife for our grand-daughter).

 Je f f, AC5O was very loud - we
chatted about the mobile antenna I use -

a 2M 5/8 wave whip. Jeff’s qrz.com page
notes he uses a 4 el yagi up 20 feet.

 March has the lowest occurrence of
Es of any month of the calendar year.

WØWOI in Iowa reported hearing the
TI2NA/b Costa Rica around 0115 UTC.

Regards Jon.

BOB K6QXY Reports

Bob had Sporadic E openings during
January. On the 3rd of January he heard
the new E51USA Beacon at 0054z (see
Beacon News), on the 23rd he had a
opening toward VE7 and worked OK1RD
at 2324z via JT65A, on the 29th Bob
worked K7XQ at 0432 EME .

February brought a opening toward
Kansas and Colorado and heard NØLL/
B, on the 3rd he copied XE2HWB at 0351z

Then on the 5th he heard TI2NA/B and
then worked XE1FFA at 0145 z he then
went on to work TI7/N5BEK and XE1FFA
later that day at 2232z.

The 20th however, after hearing ZL
Video(see TV DX) he worked ZL3NW at
0108z and ZL2DX at 0154, Bob worked
OH6MIK via JT65A EME at 2156

On the 22nd Bob did hear XE2HWB/B
at 1957 E’s, then TEP appeared which
resulted in CE3SX at 2123 in FF46IN.

 Bob did say he was still looking for
8Q7QQ but no luck so far!.

AFRICA

ZS6NY (KG46) reports he had his first
TEP of Cycle 24 with hearing OD5SIX and
5B4CY SV1SIX Beacons being heard
around 0800 late February 2010.

PAUL, ZS6NK Reports,

First DX worked from ZS6 via TEP for
cycle 24. 9 DXCC’s worked from KG46
and KG33. Great start to cycle (at last) 73
de Paul.
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ARNOLD,EA8BLL (G3HBW & ex
ZS6BMS) IL38BP.

 Reports on the whole period 14 Jan
09 to 17  Mar  2010.

 Repair work on the rotator and the
house took up the previous period!

No non-TEP signals were heard here
apart from a welcome burst from ED7YAD
around 20.20 on Mar 28. Normal ss min
TEP was in evidence from 14 Jan to 14
Mar  when the TEP season seemed
suddenly to spring into life here with rather
remarkable results,

 Between 14 Jan and 12 Mar 
ZD8VHFwas heard here on 32 evenings
and TRØA(non-optimum path) on 4 of the
possible 58.

 However from Mar 14 until 31,
ZD8VHF, TRØA and 9Q1D, all at about
4,000 km were all heard here on 15 of the
available 18 nights with S9SIX on 11.  S8
and 9 signals were often there. In addition
,surprise S8 to 9 signals from new beacon
TN5SN/B (ex 5T5SN ) on .0272 from
JI75PR were copied here only on Mar 25,
probably just testing the setup ! The large
increase in signals from 14th were
probably associated with the Solar Flux
rise from 65 or so at Min to 80 to 85 from
Dec 20 so maybe Maximum is on its way
at last !

SOUTH PACIFIC.
VK3SIX reports that he had VK3-JA6

TEP around late February 2010.

ZL3NW

The high light for me during January
was the contact with Willem DU7/PAØHIP
on the 25th January at 0425 with 539
exchanged both ways. Willem later went
on to have contacts with VK2, 3, 4 & 5.

Earlier at 0347 I had a brief contact with
YJØMM and it was great to work Marko

and his team on Vanuatu with their 6
element beam. They also worked several
other ZLs.

 On the 28th I was lucky to work David
VK9WBM. During the very brief opening
Murray ZL3HM and Ross ZL3ADT also
worked David. With work commitments for
David he has not been able to be on too
often and propagation between VK9W
and ZL has proved to be scarce.

After some discussion via email with
Joel KG6DX he arranged to feed the
AH2G beacon into his 6 element yagi
towards ZL –VK. On the 9th of February at
0312 I could just hear the beacon in the
noise. Interesting it was there for some
time and last heard at 0526. Bob ZL3TY
also had similar copy and as he said it
was real eme signal level. I knew from
previous emails that Joel would be at work
during the above times and hence no
contacts resulted.

19th February there was an opening
betweenVK3 and JA but a bigger opening
occurred on the 24th between VK4 and JA.
This lasted between about 0330 and 0615
UTC and while lots of JA and VK stations
were involved, VK4MA reported working
130 JA stations over a two hour period. A
VK2 and VK3 also had contacts to JA
however nothing heard in ZL3

February the 20th was an interesting
day and started when Bob K6QXY
reported hearing ZL Video at 0024 UTC.
This was a heads up for ZL and I
completed a contact at 0108 followed by
Chris ZL2DX at 0157. Bob’s signal was
received until about 0230 coinciding with
when Bob lost the ZL TV video. There was
quite a lot of QSB but signals from Bob
peaked at a good 539 at several times
during the opening and at times SSB
could almost be used. Interesting opening
as at the time there was little local
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Sporadic E about although I could hear
other ZL stations on weak back scatter.

21st February Bob K6QXY only had a
very weak trace of ZL TV and no 6m
contacts took place. However later
between about 0800 and 1220 several
contacts took place between VK3 and JA.

It should be noted the ZL TV act as
powerful beacons but it is proposed they
will go QRT in 2013. The upside of this is
that all ZL amateurs will have access to
the 50 to 51 MHz portion of the 6m band
and hence most likely there will be more
6m activity from ZL.

The 27th February brought once again
an opening between the northern VK4 and
JA between about 1100 and 1330 UTC.
Joel KG6DX worked Stuart VK8NSB at
1234 UTC.

Then on the 6th March there was
another opening between VK4 and JA for
about an hour starting at 0507 UTC. At
about 0540 JE1BJT worked FK8IA and at
about 1250 Mark VK8MS worked Andrew
9V1TT.

During the month of March there were
many openings between VK4 and JA but
on the 11th March there was an opening
to JA from ZL2 when Mark ZL2WHO
worked eight JA stations in areas JA1, 2,
3 & 4. It was however a small footprint in
ZL as Chris ZL2DX a little further south
could only hear one weak JA station. I was
monitoring at the time and there was no
sign of any DX. It should be noted that
once again the “heads up” was when
earlier JE7IDA reported hearing ZL TV.

Finally the 16th March Victor reported
hearing all three beacons from Hawaii. He
also worked KH7Y on SSB at about 0830
UTC.

G - Land

Robin, M1DUD sends in his report on

GB75BRS which took place between the
26th-28th February 2010.

We were very privileged to be invited
to operate from Bawdsey Manor, the
former WW2 RAF Radar Research station
as part of the commemoration of the
Daventry radar experiments.  We are
grateful to Alexander’s International
school, the site owners for this wonderful
opportunity.

The GB75BRS QSL Card.

Our operating position was from the
Victorian White tower of the main manor
building.  We had three stations running
two on HF (80, 40, 20) and one dedicated
Six metre station.   On the roof of the tower
we erected a 3 element Cushcraft  yagi.

From Friday 26th until Sunday 28th we
made just forty complete contacts on 50
MHz band.  Band conditions were
absolutely flat.  Very few MS pings were
noted.  The majority of the contacts were
inter-G on USB .  The most distant station
worked being G6TGO on CW and USB .
We also made two demonstration
contacts on SSTV (G1YLE and G3IRQ)
and a single contact with OZ6OM in JO55
on JT6M.  We managed to work a couple
of stations outside the UK – ON8DM in
JO10 and DJ6XV in JO31.

We were keen to demonstrate QRP
WSPR and had a little success during the
weekend on 50 MHz with the FT817 and



Six News 15

3 watts.  However we had a lot of luck in
last hour of the operation on 20m WSPR,
with several contacts being logged the
best being VK6POP.

the start og the good times. Clearly we
need to be active on the band and not
wait for beacons etc to be reported - who
knows where the band was open to today.

Band Report from Ian G6TGO (IO83)
During January we observed the Sun

with multiple Sunspots and massive
activity in particular producing M class
flares between the 15th and 20th Jan 2010

At the same time the Band opened to
the Northern U.K. on the morning of the
19th January which resulted in working the
following…

OH3MF KP20 1,780Km, ES2QN KO29
1,752Km, OH6KTL KP02 1,669Km,
OH3SR KP21, SMØCCM JO89 1,392 Km,
SMØGWX JO89 1,405Km,ES4EQ KO39
1856Km,SM5ISM JO89 1,337Km,OZ9PP
no QRA.SF4J JO79 1244Km.

These were worked in three separate
openings during the day.

Then on the 21st I worked at 1700UTC,
IKØFTA JN61 1687Km, IK5RLP JN52
1572Km.

Then on the 22nd I worked I2PJA JN45
1248Km, EA6QY JM29 1581Km.

IW1AZJ JN35 1463Km, IZ5HSK JN53
1430Km, EA3LL JN01 1381Km.

IZ5EKV  JN53 1463Km, IKØFTA JN61
1687Km, IK5YJY JN53 1504Km.

Then on the 30th January to end an
exciting Month, I worked YU1EU KN04
1883Km S51DI JN76 1504Km, OE3DSB
JN78 1318Km, YU1FE KN04 1903Km
being the furthest worked during 2010 to
date.

The Sun continues to produce flares
and Auroras  in SM/OH but no more UK
openings throughout February for me
either Winter E’s or Aurora.

March has seen further eruptions from
the Sun but no enhanced conditions in
IO83 .

M1DUD and 2EØIAF operating GB75BRS.

For those of you who were unlucky to
have missed this operation, we will be
back on air with a bigger and better station
for two weekends to commemorate the
70th anniversary of the start and end of
the Battle of Britain in 1940. The callsign
will be GB70BRS. These weekends will be
5/6 June, and 18/19 Sept. Operating
bands and modes will be similar to those
used at the February event.  Full details
are to be found at  http://www.
bawdseyresearchstation.org.uk/index.
html

73 de M1DUD GB75BRS BAWDSEY
RESEARCH STATION  - JO01qx

KEN, G4IGO (IO91) Reports.
27 March, 2010
The first opening between North EU

and ZS occurred today between myself
and Willem ZS6WAB between 1310 and
1320 GMT ( probably longer) . We
exchanged signals but no qso. Signals
were weak (average of -26 in JT65 mode)
but peaked -11 - but not good enough for
a CW QSO. No AF TV or other beacons
were noted from my side. Lets hope its
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EME News
Lance, W7GJ advises us that KL7/

KB7Q UPDATE: Gene will take the 6 meter
gear and try some EME from BP40da in
mid-June and mid-July. Of course also he
will be looking for some Es back to the
lower 48. He is heading off that way on
May 1st and needs to be set up and ready
to go by May 15th. He also would like to
try some TPP with northern EU stations if
Kp stays low next summer. Any EU
stations interested in working KL7 are
invited to contact Gene directly via email
to set up some TPP or EME skeds. Gene
was pretty handy getting his email and
internet set up via cell phone links during
his grid hopping last summer, so hopefully
he can be easily contacted once he is set
up in Alaska.

Here at W7GJ in January I was happy
to complete with VK4CZ, W1JJ, ZL3NW,
K2ZD, ZL1RS, K7XQ, OH6MIK, K7CW and
W7CE.

In February, I worked OH6MIK, ZL2RS,
W1JJ and E51WL (in the North Cook
Islands).

Warwick E51WL reports that he is busy
working on an amplifier, which will make
it MUCH easier for people to copy him.

March contacts included W6YX,
S57RR, K7XQ, OH6MIK, G5WQ, K1SG,
N6RMJ, ZL3NW, N6KK, K2ZD, and
8Q7QQ. Many thanks to the 8Q7QQ team
for all the effort that they put into 6m.

Many stations copied them, but their
limited time on the horizon only enabled
them to make a handful of contacts.

I also heard OD5KU very well, and look
forward to a contact with Elie when
conditions are more reciprocal on EME.

EME WITH A SINGLE YAGI!

By Ian G6TGO, IO83
On the 2nd March 2010, between 0400

and 0500 I was operational for the very
first time on JT65A when I copied
Lance  W7GJ twice! (see attached
screen shots below).  I was using a single
Home Brew 2.75 m boom 4 ele YU7EF
Yagi at 7m off the ground (39m abmsl)
under a large 25m high tree, I was
beaming through the branches! and using
Kenwood TS2000.  Although I do not have
QRO it was a rx only spot.

After the first spot, I contacted Lance
direct via ON4KST EME chat and he called
me again via JT65A in which he sent me
a test in which I received (see second
screen shot on page 17).

I was amazed, because I was led to
believe I would had to have a large array
to be successful but this proved that it is
possible with very minimal equipment.

Readers may note the first detection
was 0420 when the Moon was at 19.79
degrees elevation and the 0440 spot was
detected when the Moon was 17.92
degrees.

Lance W7GJ, and Steve K1SG felt it
was worth me sharing this success with
the readership to encourage smaller
stations to have a try what I thought to be
the impossible! you may never know if
you do not try as with everything 6m there

W7GJ calling CQ.
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is always something new to try!
I am grateful to Lance and Steve for

their encouragement and advice.
My thanks to Joe K1JT developer of

WSJT for the use of the JT65A screen
shots for this article.

STEVE VK3SIX reports.

VK3RMV WIA BEACON:
Just be aware that the Wireless

Institute is running a licenced Beacon
VK3RMV on 50.293 CW located in QF02
is operational, running 15 watts to a
ground plane 450M AMSL. It was going
to be switched off after summer but the
extended Es season and emergence of
TEP necessitates its continued operation.
It has been deleted from some Aussie
records, but it is on rest assured FWIW.

JOE CT1HZE and others are
proposing to develop a Beacon in EA8 La
Palma Island this will be proposed to be
located at Cumbre Nueva Mountains
28.38.50N 17.49.31W more details in
SN104.  The UKSMG are very interested
in this project and is offering assistance
at this early stage.

BOB, ZL1RS has installed a new
Beacon E51USA which was donated by
The World Wide 6m Beacon project. The
Beacon is transmitting 50w into a Halo on
50.051 from Grid BG08CT.

YV5KV

Reports that the previous YV5OK/B will
now have a new call sign YV5LIX/B on
50.077 from Grid FK60 The Power will be
10w into a Quarter wave groundplane.

This is in Memory of the late Jose
Valdes YV5LIX.

PETER, PA2V announced that PI7SIX
50.053 (JO22) is off the Air the reason is
unknown.

TV DX News

PETER, VK6KXW .
Peter, noted that at 0730Z 15 th

February 2010 (which coincides with a
series of solar activities) very weak ASIA

ROD, ZL3NW Reports

Working on the EME front, over the
above period I had contacts with Thomas
OH6MIK, Bert S57RR and Lance W7GJ
with his usual excellent signal.

Beacon News.
Hot topic!

At the recent IARU Region 1 meeting
in Vienna, in 21st February 2010, The IARU
proposed to move all existing Beacons
from the 50.000-50.080 allocation by 2012
and allocate the portion 50.400-500 as the
Sub Beacon band as seen elsewhere in
this issue.

This has been a very emotive topic with
those for and against the IARU the
proposal, however my personal view is I
would like to leave things as they are,
Beacons are not a good Propagation
Marker higher up the Band!

Above, is a spot of Lance sending me a test

signal which as you can see clearly was

received -25dB.



18 Six News

TV Video was noted from Kazakhstan and
Tajikistan in particular 49.75MHz best
times were 0700-0830Z

Peter has also informed me he
monitors the 240Kw Moscow TV signal on
49.747 as this is the best marker for
Region 1 DX.

BOB, K6QXY Reports.
I copied ZL Video,
On Jan 2nd at 2220z

4th at 0033z
5th at 1921z
10th at 1915z
20th at 0024z which led to 2

contacts into ZL, (see Members reports).

MIGUEL, EA4EOZ Reports,
EA-TV transmitter in IN70 (really in

IN80as) has finished its regular
transmissions. Now it only displays an
advice to move to DVB. The carrier at
48250.1 will stay until next April 3rd. The
countdown starts!

RENKO,9A6R  Reports,
At the end of 2010 all analogue TV

transmitters in Croatia will be closed
down. Digital era is starting.

Well that’s it for this time.  See you
again in 6 News issue 104.

As is usual, may I take this opportunity
to remind you to please help me by
sending in your band reports and
observations, because without them the
column would not be possible

Many thanks to those who have sent
in contributions by post or email and
equally to those who have made
information available by way of their
websites.

May I also thank the following: MATT
OZ6OM CQSIX-50MHz News, KH6/
K6MIO, The MMMonVHF Team,
VHFDX.NET, The Daily DX, OPDX,
425DXN, ON4KST, IRISH R.T.S., G8VR,
G3ZSS, G3ZYY, EI3IO, EA7KW, EA5RM,
EA8BLL, EA4EOZ, CT1HZE, WB2REM,
KB7Q, NØJK, K6QXY, W7GJ, K1SG, K1JT,
ZL3NW, ZL1RS, ZS6NY, ZS6NK,VK3SIX,
VK6KXW, PA2V, GM4FDM, M1DUD,
2EØIAF, 9A6R.

And to those I may have forgotten this
time, go even bigger thanks - if there is
anyone, please do let me know who you
are?

So until the next time 73
Ian, G6TGO

The W3BO Flyaway Pack

Are you going on a trip or planning a
special event station?

Could you could be active on 6m if
only you had a suitable rig?

If so, we have answer:
The “W3BO Flyaway Pack” - an

FT857D is available from UKSMG on loan.

 If required we can also loan a 230v PSU,
cables and a simple antenna all well

packed for ease of transport.
In support of this we have received a

6m/10m GM3VLB mini delta from
Sandpiper Aerials.  It telescopes down to
75cm and weighs less than 1kg!

 Please contact sponsorship@

uksmg.org for details or see www.

uksmg.org/w3bomemorial.php
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IARU Region 1 Beacon Band Proposal
Trevor Day, G3ZYY
(Please read; this will affect all Regions)

Those of you who frequent our website
will almost certainly have noticed a debate
on the forum pages.  Prompted initially
by a post from David G4ASR representing
the RSGB, its subject matter centred on
the way we use our beacons at 50MHz
with the RSGB favouring major changes
to the beacon network.

At a meeting of the C5 committee of
IARU Region 1 in February this year, a
decision was made to move all 50 MHz
beacons from their current location largely
between 50.00 and 50.09 to an area
between 50.40 and 50.50 MHz.  This
decision was preliminary in nature and
due to be ratified at an Executive
Committee meeting some time later.  The
intention is to move all of the Region 1
beacons by 2012 and to shut down any
that had not complied  (an exception was
to be made for any beacons unable to
move due to local restrictions). Following
discussion between UKSMG and G4ASR,
along with some concerned posts in our
website’s forum pages, this proposal has
been put on hold until further discussion
has taken place between all three IARU
Regions.

The key issue, but not the only issue,
in this proposal is the effect on the
usefulness of the beacons should they be
moved some 400 kHz higher in frequency
than the normal area for DX contacts.
Those who agree with the proposal
believe that this move will have little effect
upon the utility of the beacons and point

to the increased use of chat pages such
as those hosted by ON4KST in arranging
long haul contacts.

Those against the proposal believe
that MUF transition is a major factor in the
positioning of beacons within the band.
MUF transition describes the effect of the
‘tailing off’ at the top end of the
propagation envelope allowing for
example F2 contacts at 50.1 but not at
50.5.  The argument here is that
propagation paths may be available well
before the beacons become audible and
on some occasions the MUF may not
reach the beacons at all.  It is important
to note that this effect is predominantly
an F2 feature.  Sporadic  E openings tend
to have a much more unstable MUF.

The decision to postpone ratification
of the beacon band move gives us all the
opportunity to have some input into the
decision making IARU will be taking on
our behalf.  Whatever is eventually
decided, it seems certain that not
everyone will be happy.  The challenge
will be to accommodate the wishes of as
many of the disparate users of the band
as possible.  This is where your input will
be essential.  If you have any interest at
all in the way the 50MHz beacon band is
to develop, then now is the time to express
it.  There are three avenues that I would
suggest as a beginning:

Contact your national societies VHF
manager and let him/her know how you
feel.  They will be keen to ensure that their
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votes reflect the feeling of their members.
IARU Region 1 has agreed to discuss its
proposals with Regions 2 & 3, so hopefully
wherever you are located this should not
come as a surprise.  The proposal has
simply been postponed at this stage not
discarded.  If we do nothing the proposal
will eventually be ratified.

Please add your view to our beacon
forum on the website at www.uksmg.org
Here you will also find links to the official
IARU minutes of the meeting. This will help
us to advise the Region 1 delegation about
how they deal with this issue which means
so much to so many of us.

Finally, let other 50MHz operators, who
may not be UKSMG members, know what
is happening and encourage them to take
part in this decision making process.
Please ensure your view is heard; no
matter how many opinions are received,
either by your national society or by our
forum, more will always be welcomed.

Thanks,
Trevor  G3ZYY

Beacons – A personal View
G3ZYY

What follows is my personal opinion
on the way ahead and simply discusses
a few of many options.  It is not necessarily
the view of the UKSMG committee.

We need to be looking to the future
with any new beacons.  The days of a
simple standalone CW/FSK generator are
gone.  The ability to be able to decode a
beacon by ear is still a requirement but
we should also consider digital
identification especially where this is allied
to very weak signal detection.  There are
already beacon designs in existence that
go some way to achieving this.

One possible solution is a multiplexed
beacon system as seen at HF where a

number of beacons share the same
frequency and transmit in an accurately
controlled time sequence.  The HF IBP
Project has up to 18 beacons transmitting
over a three minute cycle with the
beacons fairly evenly spread across the
globe.  This arrangement would leave the
beacons rather thin on the ground at
50MHz hence the need for more than one
frequency.  It would appear to make sense
if, for each multiplex frequency, the
beacons are grouped according to area
to allow a considered choice of which
multiplex to monitor.   With around ten
multiplexed channels this would enable
some 180 beacons to co-exist in a 10kHz
frequency slot.  It would also be an ideal
opportunity to rationalise the beacon
system.

 At present there is no digital
component to this system for weak signal
working however, it is possible to
construct a device to tell you which
beacon slot  (and therefore which beacon)
should be transmitting on a particular
frequency at any given time.  In this
instance just detecting the presence of a
beacon signal should be sufficient to
identify it.

The added advantage of this system
is that just a few frequencies need be
monitored in order to cover a wide
geographic area; possibly just a single
frequency if the likely area of propagation
is known in advance.  Of course, those
with panoramic display systems could
monitor all beacon frequencies
simultaneously especially where these are
spaced just a few kHz apart.  If this option
could be agreed, I would envisage a 10
kHz section towards the bottom of the
band set aside for this purpose only.  It
may require a few existing beacons to
QSY in order to free up the space, but
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other existing beacons could remain for
quite some time until a working
multiplexed system with sufficient global
coverage was in place. The difficulty with
this system is likely to be the additional
time needed for a digital ident if weak
signal working (below -10 S/N) is a
requirement.

Another option could be a re-allocation
of beacon frequencies within the low end
of the band along with suitable areas for
CW working.  The current UK licence
allows CW operation anywhere within the
band although this is not the case with all
countries.  Despite this, most CW
operation currently ceases below about
50.070 largely out of respect for the
beacon band.    If you are a proponent of
MUF transition, then an allocation below
this would be welcomed to catch the
earliest rise in MUF.

One possible alternative could be:
50.00 to 50.030 Intercontinental CW
50.030 to 50.080 Beacon Band

(possibly 50.030 to 50.040 for multiplex)
50.080 to 50.10 CW
50.10 up mixed (as now)

50.110 DX calling. etc.
This arrangement also has the

advantage of not changing anything
higher than 50.1 MHz allowing IARU
Regions to make unilateral changes at
higher frequencies within the band.

A large number of the current beacon
frequencies are occupied by ‘personal’
beacons.  Whilst several of these have
some utility, many do little more than take
up valuable frequency space.  Most of
these beacons are used for Sporadic E
indication rather than any other
propagation mode so it would seem
sensible for these to be allocated a slot
say 50.4 to 50.6 MHz for uncontrolled use.
In my opinion it is imperative that all
beacons taking up the high value area at
the low end of the band are fully co-
ordinated.

There are countless other options and
combinations I am sure others will have
more universally acceptable ideas than
mine.  I reserve the right to have my mind
changed on any of the above :- )  Let’s
hear your vision of the way ahead on our
forum pages.

Please send all other items to:
Peter Bacon, G3ZSS, High View, 18

Monks Well, Farnham, Surrey GU10 1RH,
UK or e-mail editor@uksmg.org

Six News Needs Your Contributions!

…on any aspect of six metre
operation, propagation or techniques are
always welcome.

Please send DX news items to: Ian
Hogan, G6TGO, c/o 5 Shorrocks Ave, St
Michaels’ on Wyre, Nr Preston,
Lancashire PR3 0TL, or e-mail DXNews@

uksmg.org

Don’t worry if you aren’t able produce
a perfectly written article, we can tidy it
up for you.  And we can accept
contributions in more or less any format,
but remember that your piece will stand
an even better chance of publication if it
is in electronic form - that way we don’t
have to type it up!

• Articles

• News items

• Letters

• Photos
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Introduction to RSGB Paper on
Beacon changes
David Butler, G4ASR
(Written in November 2009)

I have just written this paper in my role
as RSGB VHF Manager and member of
the IARU Region-1 VHF/UHF Committee.
It will be presented at the IARU Region-1
*Interim* meeting in Vienna, March 2010.
Please note that this is not the Full
Conference (being held in 2011) and that
this paper cannot be ratified until then.
However it can be agreed in principle at
the interim meeting. If agreed any moves
would take up to 12-month following the
2011 conference - ie 2012. The basic idea
is to create an increased (100kHz) beacon
band and at the same time create a far
wider exclusive c.w. band at the bottom
end of the 50MHz band.

PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE

50MHz BEACON SUB-BAND.

BACKGROUND

At the IARU Region 1 Conference,
Cavtat, 2008 the French Society REF
introduced paper CT08_C5_40: Narrow
frequency band on the 145MHz band for
an automatic reporting beacon network
(WSPR).

The meeting was comfortable with the
recommendation in the paper but the
suggestion was made that it might be
helpful to assign frequencies on 50MHz
and 70MHz for similar purposes.

The RSGB VHF Manager G4ASR
reported back on his investigations into
suitable frequencies and recommended

the use of 50.400MHz not only for WSPR
but as a possible precursor to a later step
to move the beacon band up to that area
of the 50MHz band.

The recommendation was carried
unanimously and the RSGB (G4ASR) was
requested to prepare a draft paper for the
Interim Meeting, Vienna, 2010 regarding
a revised beacon band around
50.400MHz.

CURRENT SITUATION

The 50MHz band plan shows that
Telegraphy (cw) is allocated 50.000 –
50.100MHz.

However the sub-band 50.000 -
50.080MHz is currently allocated to
propagation beacons.

This only leaves 20kHz for exclusive
cw usage.

The 50MHz band within IARU Region
1 is now very popular and it will prove
advantageous to move the current
beacon sub-band higher in frequency to
provide further additional bandwidth for
cw usage.

PROPOSAL

That the 50MHz beacon sub-band
within IARU Region-1 be moved to 50.400
– 50.500MHz.

That the sub-band 50.000 –
50.100MHz be allocated for Telegraphy
(Exclusive) usage.
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         VIENNA 2010

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE C5 – Minutes of Meeting

Society: IARU Region 1 Country:

Committee: C5 Paper number: vienna_2010_C5_meeting Minutes

 

Notes of the meeting of Committee

C5 – 20/21 February 2010

Chairman: Michael Kastelic OE1MCU
Minutes Secretary: Don Field G3XTT

1. Opening by the Chairman

The Chairman opened the meeting
and was followed by a formal welcome
by OeVSV President Michael OE3MZC.

2. Preparing the meeting

2.1 Introduction of delegates (proxies
shall be mentioned explicitly)

26 were present at the
commencement of the meeting, including
the Chairman and Secretary, representing
18 member societies and IARU. There
were no proxies.

• Hans PAØEHG VERON
• Stefan HB9TTQ USKA
• Sine S53RM ZRS
• Karel OK2ZI CRC
• Roman OM3EI SARA
• Graham G3VZV (IARU R1 Satellite

Coordinator)
• Murray G6JYB RSGB
• Jacques ON4AVJ UBA
• Peter OE5MPL OeVSV
• Wolfgang OE3WOG OeVSV
• Kjell SM7GVF SSA
• Kjetil LA8KV NRRL

• Ivan OZ7IS EDR
• Vyacheslav UT5DL UARL
• Vladislav UZ5DZ UARL
• Alessandro IV3KKW ARI
• Claudio IV3SIX ARI
• Gyula HA2VR MRASZ
• Piotr SP5QAT PZK
• Betty F6IOC REF
• Jörg DJ3HW DARC
• Ullrich DL1YBL DARC
• Mate 9A4M HRS
• Hans PB2T IARU R1 President
In addition, David G4ASR, RSGB,

joined the meeting by Skype for papers
03, 04, 05.On Day 2, Toni EA3BRA (URE),
Abraham PB0AOK and Colin G3PSM
(IARU R1 EC) joined the meeting.

2.2. Setting up ad hoc WG’s (if

required)

This was dealt with as the meeting
progressed.

2.3. Terms of reference

Decisions taken at such meetings held
between Conferences, which obtain a
two-thirds majority of the Member
Societies at such meetings represented,
will become interim IARU Region 1 policy
only after approval by the Executive
Committee. They must be presented to
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the subsequent General Conference for
ratification.

In practice, the Chairman stated that,
in accordance with previous custom by
Arie PA0EZ, he would not bring a
recommendation to the EC if any
delegates had voted against it. This was
agreed.

8. Technical Recommendations

Document B02

Subject PROPOSED CHANGE TO

THE 50MHz BEACON SUB-BAND

Society Radio Society of Great Britain
Contact David Butler G4ASR
The following points came out of the

discussion:
DARC – Need a footnote as they

currently would not be able to put
beacons in that part of the band. Proposal
is for a footnote that countries affected in
this way would be excluded from the move
until such time as their administration
allows them to move to the new beacon
band.

NRRL – Would like to see a timescale.
Beacons not moved by the end of that
period need to be turned off. Propose that
the changeover is complete by end-2012.

Action: G4ASR to liaise with the

beacon coordinator (G0RDI).

Recommendation: To move the

beacon band to 50.400-50.500 by end-

2012. Beacons not moved by end-2012

to be closed down. A footnote to be

added that some countries are currently

unable, for regulatory reasons, to have

beacons in that part of the band and

would be exempt from the deadline until

such time as their regulator permits the

move, but will still be listed in the

Region 1 beacon list.
The recommendation was agreed

unanimously and will be taken to the EC
for ratification.

Document B03

Subject 50MHz BAND PLAN – EME

USAGE.

Society Radio Society of Great Britain
Contact David Butler G4ASR
NRRL proposed to word the proposal

to the effect that 50.190MHz will be a
centre of activity for EME, rather than
implying that it was the only available
frequency.

With that modification, the
recommendation was agreed by 12
Societies, 3 abstentions (REF DARC
USKA), and 3 Against (VERON ARI
MRASZ).

Document B04

Subject 50MHz BAND PLAN –

CHANGES TO METEOR SCATTER

USAGE

Society Radio Society of Great Britain
Contact David Butler G4ASR
Recommendation: To delete within the

50MHz Band Plan –
• 50.200MHz: MS centre of activity
• 50.225MHz: JT44
• 50.260 – 50.280MHz: FSK441
• 50.270MHz: FSK441 calling

frequency

To introduce within the 50MHz Band
Plan –

• 50.230: Meteor Scatter (MGM)
calling frequency

• 50.210 – 50.250MHz: Meteor
Scatter (MGM)

After a discussion the
recommendation was put to the vote: 16
for the recommendation. DARC USKA
abstained.

On this basis, the recommendation

wIill be put forward to the EC for

ratification.
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Letter from Lance Collister, W7GJ
Subject: Full Moon Award

Howdy Trevor!
MNI TNX for the surprise award that

arrived yesterday.  I had not applied yet
for any awards after working 100 DXCC
on 6m EME because I am still waiting to
receive two QSL cards - 4O3A and
ET3BN...I have been told they are both
on the way, so I keep looking for them in
the post box every day.

I have to say how exciting I find 6m.
Every month there is a new DXCC to work!
I thought for sure after I reached 100
DXCC on 6m things would slow down, but
this year also looks like there will continue
to be a new DXCC every month!  Last
month of course was E51WL for the
hundredth DXCC off the moon, and my
overall DXCC #150.  This month it looks
like KH9/WA2YUN will be joining the EME
club, and this one is especially interesting
to the Old World Magic Banders, because
Colin’s moonrise and moonset
correspond to moonset and moonrise in
Europe!  I think most of us still need KH9.

And then there is VP8DMH (GØPRL)
in Antarctica with a kw and 6M8GJ yagi!  I
know we all need THAT one too! And the
C91GN DXpedition over Easter will be a
“First” for us over here in the USA.

The 8Q7QQ 6m EME DXpedition is
going to be a new one for many of us,
too.  And then there is the 3W6C (XV)
DXpedition!  And we are just waiting for
the paperwork to finally come through for
A9/EI3IO - that will be another “First” for
us over here.

And T77C 6m EME DXpedition in April
will be a new one for many of us over here.
And it just goes on and on!  Hmmmm it is
beginning to look like MORE than one new
one each month, at least in the first half of
the year.

I am hoping to add another very rare
one myself at the beginning of October
PLUS several more in the works that are
not finalized yet.

VERY exciting times on the Magic
Band!  TNX again and VY 73, Lance

NEW USA Country Manager
Pete Varounis, NL7XM

I got my first ticket in 1982 at the age
of 24, and currently hold a General Class
license.  I am a Life Member of the ARRL
and QCWA.  I never quit a Club I ever
joined, so as my life took me across the
country, I have joined and maintained
continuous Memberships to many
amateur radio clubs in a number of States

as a result.  I hold UKSMG #925 & Smirk
# 5307.

 As a boy, our family dentist, Don /
WA2OQM attempted to get me to
abandon CB for something much more
worthy.  He would slip me out of the dentist
chair, (while waiting for the anesthetic to
take effect) take me to the family residence
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quarters of his office building, and into the
well-appointed shack for impromptu
demonstrations of DX contacts which
came effortlessly. Don could introduce
me, exchange pleasantries, weather and
signal reports in several different foreign
dialects perfectly, in back-to-back QSO’s.
It would be years before I would learn the
trick was the other fellow’s call prefix that
would have Don know what language to
use for each contact. Until then I swore
Don had ESP.

But as a kid of eleven, CW held zero
interest for me, so the good effort was
wasted.  Don and I are both retired now,
and we happily correspond daily and
enjoy a friendship of over 40 years.  From
1982 to 1987, I lived for Field Day because
a Technician Class operator  could work
DX on HF phone with a higher class
operator nearby to supervise. I would hog
the microphone for the entire weekend if
I could. When the FCC opened 10 metres
Phone to Technicians in 1987, I was in
heaven.  I quickly earned 10 Meter DXCC
and DXCC Phone.  One day I stumbled
on 28.885, which was the 6 metre liaison
spotting frequency, long before Al Gore
invented the Internet.  I was hooked like a
fish, and the rest is history.  There’s just
too many interesting modes of
propagation on Six.  I mean, they don’t
call it the Magic Band for nothing.  See
my page on QRZ.com and click on the
UTube link at the bottom.

An assignment in Alaska that was
supposed to be permanent prompted the
callsign change.  A casual contester, I
have 40 countries and 40 states on 6.  All
terrestrial on wire antennas, and always
under 100w. Now that I have more space,
a simple tower and a decent yagi occupy
my thoughts when I am not waterboarding
the young men who call with intentions of
dating my 18 year-old daughter.

I look forward to serving as US Country
Manager for the UKSMG and processing
your Membership renewals for many
years.  Alex / K5UNY is the man leaving
me his big shoes.  He has done a flawless
job for US Members for several years, and
provided me with good advice that should
make for a smooth transition. He deserves
our thanks. With Cycle 24 on the slow but
inevitable rise, many new hams not
around for Cycle 23 are now likely
equipped with HF rigs that have 6 metres
built in, and will get their first dose of VHF
DX.

Of course, we will already understand
what the fuss is all about as they wax on
about their new religion. When this
happens, remember to mention the
UKSMG and it’s flagship publication, Six

News. The fact that you are reading this,
proves this organization produces a
valuable product. 

Please spread its wealth when you
share your advice.

See you on the Radio - Pete.

The views expressed in ‘Six News’ are
not necessarily those of the Editor or those
of the committee of the UK Six Metre
Group.

Most items in ‘Six News’ may be freely
quoted provided credit is given, but
articles marked as copyright may not be
reprinted without the owner’s permission.

Disclaimer/Copyright
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UKSMG SUMMER E’s CONTEST 2010
Adrian Deane, M5ADE

Hi All, and welcome to the launch of
the UK Six Metre Group “Summer E’s)
contest for 2010.

Following consultation with
contestants, leading 6 meter operators
and your committee, it was felt that the
contest was overdue for a re-vamp. After
many spare hours contemplating
changes (and their impact) I have, as can
be seen below come up with a new
contest format, which I hope you all will
enjoy.

The exchange and scoring more
closely follows the tried and tested format
as used in the more familiar VHF contests
in Europe, and will be compatible with the
more well known logging software
packages. I have still included
membership numbers, but as a multiplier
this year as I felt that we need to
encourage more of our members to take
part. Members please get on during the
contest and give away some points; you
could make a real difference to the overall
scores.

I hope you enjoy this year’s contest
and I look forward to hearing you on the
“magic band”.

73 Ade M5ADE

The contest will take place over the
weekend of 5th-6th June 2010. Starting
and ending at 1300 Z (ie. 24 hours)

The sections are:

1. Single Operator (fixed

permanent station address)

2. Single Operator (both portable

and mobile)

3.  Open (includes multi-operator,

both fixed and portable)

4. A 6 hour sprint (open to all). The

final 6 hours of the contest (ie 0700-

1300z).

5. CW only (24hr and 6hr sprint

sessions)       

6. Qrp 5 watts max (both Phone and

CW)

7. SWL

The scoring for the contest will be as

follows:

1 point per Km and a weighting factor
of 500 will be applied to each multiplier;
score to be calculated as follows:

Total Points + (Total members x 500)
+ (Total DXCC x 500) + (Total Locator
Squares x 500)

For example, a station with total of
145000 Km, 55 members, 34 DXCC and
120 Loc squares

Score  = 145000 + (55 x 500) + (34 x
500) + (120 x 500)

Total Claimed Score = 249,500

Exchange will be RST, Serial number,
Full Locator (6 figure eg IO81WX) and
Membership Number if available
(compulsory if a member, or if one of a
multi operator station is a member)

The Rules:

The contest is open to all users of
50MHz, whether or not UKSMG members.
(You must be a fully paid up member to
use or issue a membership number.)
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Use of the DX cluster and chat/forums
is permitted, however, ‘self-spotting’ to
solicit contacts during the contest is not
allowed.

It’s not allowed to make contest QSO’s
on active or passive reflectors (repeaters
or EME). Meteor scatter or digital modes
are allowed as long as all details are
exchanged this way.

Multi-op stations may use a group
membership number (if any) or the
membership number of one of the
operators. (See UKSMG Membership
number rule above)

If any member of a participating station
is a member of UKSMG, then a
membership number must be included as
part of the exchange.

All licence conditions must be
observed

QSO’s within your own Continent must
be outside the DX Window 50.100-50.130
MHz.

Logs (electronic) must be in a legible
format (ADI or plain text only).

Logs (both electronic and paper
based) must include a summary sheet,
(Claimed Score, DXCC, Locators

worked, and a list of Membership

Numbers worked).
Logs must include a declaration that

the Rules (in your country) have been
adhered to and I agree that the judges
decision is final. (entries received

without both will be rejected)
QRP entries must declare the power

used during the contest is 5Watts

MAXIMUM

Entries

Entries by email are much preferred -
please send your entry by 1st July 2009
to:-

M5ADE@uksmg.org (Please use
UKSMG and your call-sign in the email
title)

Your entry will be acknowledged by
email - if you don’t get an acknowledge-
ment within 2 days of sending your entry,
please re-send. Please indicate which
section you’re entering, with a list of
operators/call-signs.

If you can’t enter by email, please send
your log to:

Adrian Deane M5ADE, 5 Osbourne
Terrace, London Rd, Thrupp, Stroud,
Glos. GL5 2BJ

Please mark your envelope with
UKSMG 2010.

ALL entries must arrive by 1st July

2010.
Good Luck in the contest.

To encourage remote and DX stations
to try (or come back onto) UKSMG
provides complimentary membership of
UKSMG (i.e. mailed copies of Six News
and access to the Members Only area of
the website) to a limited number of DXers
as nominated by other UKSMG Members.

This scheme primarily targets

Sponsor a DXer

operators in areas of low Six Metre activity.
Currently only three Dxers worldwide are
in receipt of this complimentary
membership.

UKSMG members are invited to
propose other suitable candidates. Please
contact Ian, G4TGO via Sponsorship@

uksmg.org with your suggestions.
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A Better Match for LFA Yagis
Peter, PA2V

This might be of interest to all the guys
(including me) that are going to try and
build a LFA Yagi. 

The LFA Yagi as described in the last
Six News has a impedance close to 50
Ohm.  So, perfect for connecting straight
to the coax, as most will do.

However, this can create a small
problem.  The coax is an asymmetric
device that will be connected to a
symmetric device.  So there will be a flow
current over the coax cable and which will
generate a field.  This happened
previously with the Tonna and F9FT
antennas. 

A simple solution to reduce this effect

Item B shows the Bazooka Balun being tested.

is to make a coil
from the coax
near to the
c o n n e c t i o n
point.

This will add
some reactive
component and
will also reduce
the radiation, but
not the current
flow to the driven
element.

A n o t h e r ,
even better,
solution is an
electrical quarter
wave bazooka
balun. Another
plus for using the
bazooka is the
reduction in wind

load compared to a coil.
The electrical quarter wave length is

around 0.7 times the real wave length.  A
practical length is 1 metre.  Another good
thing of this match is that it does not affect
the impedance of the coax nor the
antenna.

Have a look at the picture below  (item
B).  This drawing was copied from an old
1988 ARRL Handbook.  However, I am
sure it has been published in many other
publications.

I hope this may be of help to many LFA
users.

Regards, Peter PA2V
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Letter to the editor
KH6HI Beacon, Forwarded by Bo, SM7FJE

  Aloha,  Yesterday with assistance from
KH6HAK who maintains equipment at
the site, I was able to go to the beacon
site, install a wall mounted shelf close to
the wall feed through and reconnect the
antenna and chop off about 30' of
unnecessary coax and turn the
beacon back on.

Construction work hasn’t finished yet,
however the beacon equipment is out of
the way so it should remain on at this
point.  I’ve included a few pictures as an
attachment.  The tower is a 200' tall tower
that contains the antennas for 5 local TV
stations and few other services.  The
beacon location is on a mountain ridge
about 2500' up and except for a few trees
is clear in basically all directions.  The
beacon antennas are two stacked loops The two stacked loops used at KH6HI.

with the top one about 30' above ground. 
When I took the pictures, we were in

the clouds so I wasn’t able to see anything
in the distance.  Monitoring it at the home
QTH, it seems to be performing quite well.

 73’s, Bert - KH6HI

Internet-Only Subscriptions
Since the successful roll out of ‘Six

News’ online, we are now offering full
membership of the UKSMG at a reduced
rate for those able to download their copies
of the magazine from the members-only
section of the website and opting not to
receive a paper copy.  There is potential
for large savings compared to the standard
subscription, particularly for members
overseas who pay a higher rate to cover
postage costs.

The rate for the internet-only
subscription is £10.00 (or the equivalent
in your local currency) wherever in the
world you live.

New and returning members are now
able to opt for this method of joining online
at the UKSMG website.  There will be no
need to inform UKSMG if you wish to

change from your current subscription to
the online service, as renewals made at the
reduced rate will automatically be assumed
to be for the new service.

Don’t worry, we are not intending to
stop the printed version of the magazine!
This is purely a sensible and cheaper
alternative for those who are willing to do
without it.

If you are happy to read your ‘Six News’
online, this new membership rate will save
you £2 per year if you are UK-based and
significantly more if you are overseas.

Everyone wins, as UKSMG will still have
the same amount from your subscription
for six metre good causes as it did before
and you will still have the best magazine
dedicated to your favourite band.
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The Promotion of 6m Activity
The More Things Change – The More
They Remain The Same
Harry Schools, K3HS

My name may be familiar to some of
you old timers on 50 MHz. My old call sign
was KA3B, and yes, it has been quite a
while since you’ve heard from me. Due to
a variety of domestic and work-related
issues, I essentially dropped out of the
amateur radio scene in the early 1990s
shortly after I turned over the reins of the
50 MHz DX Bulletin to Victor Frank K6FV.
Over the last 15 years or so I’ve attended
very few hamfests and have sporadically
picked up a ham magazine at the local
radio store or newsstand to see what was
going on in the world of amateur radio.
Ham Radio is only one of many hobbies
that I am involved with and my periods of
high interest and radio-activity have often
been cyclical over the 34 years I’ve been
licensed. Adding to the fact that I have
been living in an apartment over the last
7 years, I’ve had no desire to get on the
air. Compromise antennas and the
loading-up of such things as rain gutters
or window screens is not my thing. It never
has been. If I can’t install a half-way decent
antenna, I won’t get on the air...period.

I retired from the Philadelphia Police
Department as a Traffic Sergeant in 1995
and I am now employed as a Traffic
Control Specialist with the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation. The last 5
years have been spent taking care of my
elderly mother who has several health
issues and this has taken up much of my

spare time. I just recently placed her in a
very nice nursing home as I could no
longer care for her by myself.

I do not have internet access at the
home QTH, but I do have limited access
at the work QTH. A few weeks back I
decided to look at the UKSMG website
and proceeded to review the
complimentary copy of Six News from
February 2009 (Issue #98) which was
available for download.

While reading the Chairman’s Corner
by Trevor Day G3ZYY, I realized it was deja
vu all over again. Trevor began paragraph
2 by writing, “I mention all of this because
the recurring problem of “low activity
levels” on 6m has been the subject of
recent discussion within the committee.
With almost every new HF transceiver
including the 6m band, perhaps we
should be doing more to encourage
operation on our favourite band.”

This single paragraph alone has
forced me from my cushy lair of inactivity
and non-participation. First off, it caused
me to sit down and prepare this lengthy
letter. Secondly, it prodded me into re-
joining the UKSMG.  My membership
number is #158 (a relatively low number).
Back in the day when I was actively
promoting 6m, the UKSMG Committee at
that time was gracious enough to make
me an honorary member. Thank you
again.
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Although Trevor’s comments are now
one year old, they are still applicable today
and will be in the future. As one who has
had experience in the past with the
promotion of 50 MHz, I have several
comments and observations that I would
like to share with the committee.

For those who don’t know me or who
have never heard of me, a short intro is in
order. I was first licensed in 1976 as
WB3BIS and my Elmer (Chick Daino
WA30WE) happened to be an avid 6m
operator. He was on the air with a Drake
TR-6 and a 5 element beam. Following in
my Elmer’s footsteps, I wanted to get on
50 MHz, but military service intervened. I
joined the USAF in July of 1976 and was
stationed at Hahn Air Base, West
Germany from 1979 to early 1981 where I
was licensed as DA2AL. Other operations
included DA2AL/LX and WB3BIS/HB0. Of
course, 6m was not permitted at the time
so I became very active on 2m SSB
collecting grid squares using the old QTH
Kenner System.

When I returned home in 1981, I was
now an Extra Class with the call KA3B and
I continued operating on 2m SSB. Due to
health issues, my Elmer Chick WA30WE
(the 6m nut), was inactive. Therefore, I did
not have the desire to get on 6m to keep
him company. Shortly thereafter he
became a silent key.

I should mention that 6m operation
was always a problem in large
metropolitan areas such as Philadelphia.
Due to the high concentration of row
homes, town homes and apartment
buildings like any big metropolitan city,
RFI and TVI was always a problem. Even
filtered stations running power as low as
10 watts SSB weren’t even immune from
complaining neighbors. There were just
too many TVs, radios and stereos

crammed into these neighborhoods and
the potential for RFI and TVI made many
hams gun shy -especially those
contemplating 6m operation.

The activity on 2m SSB was beginning
to stagnate somewhat and I was looking
for something else to do in the VHF
spectrum. In the Fall of 1983, Yaesu
introduced the FT-726R VHF/UHF Tri-
Bander with plug-in modules. I drove
down to Delaware Amateur Supply and
purchased one of the first available units
and after much thought and
consternation, I purchased the 6m
module. About this time, all VHF bands
saw an increase in activity due to the VHF/
UHF Century Club (VUCC) which was
initiated by the ARRL on January 1st,
1983. Six Meters witnessed the largest
increase in activity simply due to the fact
that it was relatively easy to confirm the
necessary 100 grid squares for the initial
award.

Upon arriving home I installed the 6m
module. With hacksaw in hand, I made a
6m antenna out of my 10m 1/4 wave
ground plane. I went down into my
basement shack and tuned the radio to
50.110 MHz which at that time was the
old call frequency for everyone - domestic
and DX included. Right there on 50.110
MHz was a signal of S9 plus 40 from
W3ZR/4 in Florida. I worked 15 other
stations during this E-skip opening and
was shocked with what could be
accomplished using 10 watts output and
a 1/4 wave ground plane antenna,
especially when my previous 6m
experience was with WA30WE’s 150 watt
output and 5 element beam. Needless to
say, I immediately appreciated the DX
potential of 6m and was hooked.

I upgraded to a 5 element beam and
began working 6m in earnest. In an effort
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to promote the band I began publishing
the International 6 Meter Digest. By
today’s standards, the Digest was a crude
cut-and-paste photo-copy produced
publication. My goal was to introduce
hams to the history of 6m and to profile
those operators who had made a name
for themselves through their 6m
endeavors.

Bulletin with a publishing schedule of
every two weeks.

You must remember that this was in
the pre-Internet days. Exchange of
information regarding 6m was via 28.885
MHz, packet radio message forwarding
and snail mail. The UK at this time had
just recently received 6m operating
permits and I supplied several UK

The Title Page from an early 6 Meter Report.

Although SMIRK’s Six Shooter was in
publication at the time, I began receiving
more and more DX and beacon related
information from correspondents on all
continents. As a result, the Digest then
became a monthly publication known as
the KA3B 6 Meter Report which focused
on DX, DXpeditions, new equipment,
beacons and guest commentary.

The guest commentary was usually
from Shel Remington NI6E/KH6 in Hawaii
who was very active on 6m at the time.
Shel was a 6m propagation junkie and
had all sorts of theories involving TEP, Es
and F2. With more and more DX
appearing on the band, especially in
Europe with many countries obtaining
operating privileges, there was a pressing
need for more timely information
exchange. This led to the KA3B 6 Meter
Report being renamed the 50 MHz DX

operators with complimentary copies of
the Digest. All I asked was that they make
additional copies and forward them to
those interested in 6m operation in their
respective countries. At that time I was
sending out (at my expense) several
hundred copies quarterly (and then
monthly) to active operators worldwide.

Also during this period of time, I was
approached by Yuri Blanarovich VE3BMV
who was publishing Radiosporting
Magazine. Yuri realized the DX potential
of 6m and wanted me to write a monthly
column covering the 6m activities around
the world from a DX and contesting point
of view. I jumped at the opportunity in
order to spread the word about 6m to
those hams who never ventured above 29
MHz.

Unfortunately, all of my Digests,
Reports, Bulletins, Six Shooters, early
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UKSMG newsletters and Radiosporting
Magazines are no more. All of them were
destroyed by 2 feet of water in the
basement of my home back in 1996 or
so. We had a record 36 inch snowfall and
less than a week later over 3 inches of
rain on top of the snow. My sump pump
couldn’t handle the overwhelming amount
of water and everything was lost. Also lost
were all of my 6m awards, QSL cards and
DXpedition logs. I have nothing left from
those days except memories.

During those wonderful years of
promoting 50 MHz operation I also
operated on 6m as DX. My prior
operations have included FP/KA3B, FS/
KA3B, C6A/KA3B, CP6/KA3B, ZF2NV/
ZF8, and VP5/KA3B on two occasions.
During major band openings and during
contests I would make the 35 minute trip
down Interstate 95 to AC3T in Delaware
in order to make that scarce State
available to those pursuing their WAS
Award. Lenny (AC3T) became a Silent Key
several years ago. He was a great guy and
is sorely missed.

As far as my 6m DXpeditions were
concerned, none of them were wildly
successful by today’s standards. Part of
this was due to the use of modest power
levels and small antennas. The other part
was the propagation gods not really
cooperating. I can tell you a little about
each operation, but with the loss of all my

newsletters, DXpedition logs and QSL
cards, I’ll have to relate the story of each
as I remember it. As often happens on 6m
DXpeditions, I was often cursed by poor
propagation, inadequate antennas, line
noise or RFI/TVI-but not all at the same
time. Thinking back, it’s actually kind of
funny.

My most successful operation in terms
of giving out a “new” one was FP/KA3B.
This was also my first 6m-only operation.
In June of 1988 I made the trip to St. Pierre
& Miquelon to operate in the ARRL June
VHF Contest. Ralph Hirsch K1RH (SK)
was strictly an HF operator who was
making several trips to St. Pierre and had
left equipment at the Hotel Robert’s Annex
for visiting hams to use. One of these
items was an HQ-1 Mini Quad (6m-20m)
which was mounted with a rotor on the
roof of the annex. Even so, I brought along
a 3 element Cushcraft beam because I
knew that the HQ-1 Mini Quad was about
one step above a dummy load. The 3
element beam, although listed on my FP/
KA3B QSL card as part of the equipment,
never made it on the roof of the hotel
annex. Each day I experienced steady
winds of 35 MPH with gusts up to 50 MPH.
The antenna was never taken out of the
box as I didn’t want to attempt to erect an
antenna by myself on a steeply pitched
roof with such high winds. The HQ-1
would be my primary antenna for the
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DXpedition. My arrival in St. Pierre
occurred in a driving rain storm a few days
before the contest. Upon being shown to
my room and not wanting to waste any
time, I immediately hooked-up the 80 watt
Icom IC551D to the HQ-l. To show you
how anxious I was to get on the air, my
clothes were still in their suitcase.

Lo and behold, the band was wide
open with strong signals to the Eastern
US on single-hop Es. I generated a
sizeable pile-up for a period of time. Then,
several of the guys were telling me that
the beacons from the Canadian Maritimes
were coming in very strong. This is usually
a first good sign for the possibility of
propagation across the Atlantic on multi-
hop Es. At least I knew that the first part
of the path had solid conditions.

I swung the HQ-1 towards Europe and
called CQ. Voila! My CQ was answered
by Bo Christensen OX3LX. From that point
forward lasting several hours, I provided
many UK operators with a new country
and grid square. I believe my first UK
contact was with GI8YDZ. By country, I
provided other “firsts” to G4GLT, GW4EAI,
GM8COX and GJ3YHU. A few other short
openings occurred to Europe over the
next few days but the contest weekend
was a bust with virtually no propagation,
even on 10 meters where I was trying to
coordinate contacts on 28.885 M Hz.

But the story doesn’t end there. After
my first night of putting a couple of
hundred calls in the logbook, I couldn’t
wait for the next day to arrive. I checked
the band upon waking up at around 6:00
AM and was hearing very good scatter
signals from a few of the big gun stations
in North America. Iventured down to the
Hotel Robert’s dining room for breakfast
where I was informed by Manager J.P.
Andrieux (who happened to be an inactive

ham -FP8DH), that I was causing severe
RFI/TVI to many of the residents along the
waterfront. The locals living around the
hotel knew about the ham radio activities
by visitors and had experienced RFI/TVI
in the past. He kindly asked me to either
reduce power, install a low pass filter, or
to rotate the antenna away from the
residents (which would have beamed my
signal into no mans land). Enter Henri
LaFitte FP8HL.

At that time, Henri LaFitte FP8HL was
just about the only active ham in St. Pierre.
He had a Swan 250 which was given to
him years earlier but I believe that he was
more content on the HF bands. Jean
Pierre called Henri on the telephone and
he arrived with a Drake low pass filter. Both
J.P. and Henri spoke excellent English so
there was no problem in communicating
my needs. We chatted about ham radio
for a bit and I returned to my room with
the hope that the simple installation of the
low pass filter would solve my problems -
it didn’t.

After several on-air tests with the help
of Jean Pierre and the complaining
neighbors, it was determined that 10 watts
output produced a minimal amount of
interference that wasn’t objectionable. St.
Pierre is a small tight knit country of about
6,500 residents. Jean Pierre wanted to
keep peace with the neighbors because
he always had hams staying at the hotel
playing radio which provided a steady
stream of income. The residents on the
other hand want people visiting their
country for economic reasons as well and
they didn’t want to offend Jean Pierre. The
Hotel Robert was one of the largest and
oldest established hotels in St. Pierre. In
order to keep things peaceful and not
wanting the gendarmes to get involved, I
reluctantly continued my operation at the
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10 watt level. My problems didn’t end
there, however.

Just as the June VHF Contest was to
begin, the tuning dial on my lcom IC551D
froze-up. What? Are you kidding me? I
immediately went to 28.885 MHz with my
liaison radio -a Yaesu FT757 and called
for help. Someone on frequency knew of
this problem with the Icom tuning knob,
but there was no easy fix. The
knowledgeable ham told me that this also
occurred with the IC251 for 2m and the
IC451 for 70cm. I had owned several of
these lcoms and this was the first time I
had heard of such a thing. I quickly
disassembled the radio to gain access to
the tuning mechanism but it was frozen
solid. Enter Henri LaFitte FP8HL...again!

I walked over to the main hotel building
and luckily, J.P. was still there. I explained
my problem and he got back on the
telephone with Henr!. A short while later,
Henri arrives with his Swan 250 and power
supply. Henri tells me that he hadn’t
turned it on in several years and he didn’t
know if it still worked. Henri was the
principal of the local high school and he
also taught at the local university. Due to
his busy teaching schedule and
administrative duties he wasn’t able to
hang around. He wished me luck and
went on his way. For those of you who
are not familiar with the Swan 250, it is a
TVI generator. It also had the nickname in
its day of the “Swan Too Drifty.” It’s
definitely not in the class of a Drake TR-6.

I carried the Swan 250 and power
supply up to my room and hooked it up.
It lit up, but that was about it. There was
no receive and it would not load-up into a
dummy load. Ah yes, the trials and
tribulations of a 6m DXpeditioner. Not
having a way to check tubes, having no
test equipment and not wanting to bother

J.P. and Henri for a third time, I unplugged
the Swan and focused my attention back
on the Icom. After several hours of trying
to correct the problem of the frozen tuning
knob, I wound up tuning the radio
manually in some sort of way which I can’t
remember, but what I do remember is that
I could only go from about 50.130 to
50.150 Mhz or something along those
lines. It didn’t matter all that much
because there was virtually no
propagation during the entire contest. I
would routinely check 10 meters for Es,
but that band was dead as well.

There had been other 6m activity in the
past on St. Pierre by operators such as
VE1YX and K1TOL, but I was the lucky
one that had a few European openings at
a time when several hundred stations
where permitted to use the band. It’s too
bad I didn’t have a “real” 6m antenna back
then, a little higher power and no RFI/TVI.
I am sure I would have worked a lot more
stations than I did. Oh well, at least I tried.

As previously stated, none of my 6m
DXpeditions were impressive, but I tried.
For example, I made a total of six trips to
the Caribbean which included two as VP5/
KA3B. My first trip was to the Turks &
Caicos in December 1988 as a guest of
Bob Cooper VP5D (now ZL4AAA). I was
there primarily for the ARRL 10 Meter
Contest where I came in second place
worldwide in the high power SSB category
with over 2,700 QSOs. During my week
long stay I checked 6m regularly and
chatted with the guys on 28.885 Mhz.
Result? No QSOs on 6m but there was
propagation at one point. Let me explain.
I believe it was the first full day of the
contest (Saturday) and I had a huge pile-
up of Europeans calling me on 28.470
Mhz. Herb Spoonts W3IWU (later call:
W3BO SK) breaks the pile-up and tells me
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that 6m was open to the Caribbean. Now
I had a big decision to make. The primary
purpose of my trip was to secure a High
Power SSB #1 finish in the contest. If I
had abandoned 10m, my score would
have surely suffered. I decided to stay on
10m and forego 6m. The 6m guys in the
US and Canada really didn’t mind
because Bob VP5D was very active on 6m
at the time and QSLs were easy to obtain
from him for DXCC or VUCC credit. My
other trip to VP5 was in June 1992 to
coincide with the ARRL June VHF Contest
and lasted about 5 days.

This trip had its share of problems as
well. For this operation I on the air from
the Erebus Inn which was one of the older,
original hotels on Providenciales. I
brought along my Icom IC551D, 3 element
beam and my Cushcraft AR6 1/2 wave
vertical. The hotel wouldn’t permit me to
erect the 3 element beam on the roof.
They would have allowed me to mount it
at ground level but I did not have enough
coaxial cable. Not wanting to pester any
of the local hams, I went ahead and used
the vertical for my operation. The AR6
worked surprisingly well the first few days
and then all of a sudden I was plagued
with 30 db over 59 line noise which lasted
my last two days on Provo. The noise was
intermittent and I was never able to isolate
its source. My last night on the air as VP5/
KA3B I had a tremendous Es opening into
the US and Canada, but only the strongest
stations were able to make it above the
deafening line noise. It was very
embarrassing and I apologized to the
calling stations many times on the air that
I wasn’t able to hear them adequately
enough to make any contacts. On this trip
I made around 620 QSOs total of which
395 or so were in the contest. If it weren’t
for that line noise and the fact that I

couldn’t use the beam I had brought
along, I am quite sure that my QSO total
would have been 1,000 plus. All of my
openings were single hop or double hop
Es into North America and the Caribbean
with no Europeans being heard or
worked. Oh well, at least I tried.

In June of 1989 I travelled down to
Little Cayman Island and operated as
ZF2NV/ZF8. I was the guest of Ron Sefton
ZF8AA. I had shipped a 5 element beam
and rotator to Ron months in advance of
my trip. I made it to Little Cayman in time
for the June Contest -the antenna and
rotator didn’t. Ron searched high and low
with customs and the airport people. The
antenna and rotator were never located.
At least I had the Icom IC551 and N4LTA
100 watt amplifier that I hand-carried on
my trip. I spent almost two weeks on Little
Cayman with lousy propagation with 100
watts feeding a dipole. How many
contacts do you think you’ll make with that
kind of set-up? Not many. In 10 days of
operating I made a lousy 142 QSOs. Oh
well, at least I tried.

I left the equipment with Ron for him
to use which he did over the next few
years. He was not very active, but I did
see his call sign show up periodically on
DX lists as being worked on 6m. Ron left
ZF8 for another location about three years
later and he was nice enough to return
the Icom IC551 and amplifier which I gave
to him. I repackaged the rig and amp and
sent it to another DX station but I can’t
remember at this time who I had sent it
to.

But there is another part of the ZF2NV/
ZF8 story I don’t believe I had ever put
into print. My initial trip was scheduled to
be seven days and by that seventh day
with lousy propagation, I was ready to get
out of there. You see, Little Cayman at that
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time only had about 3S residents -that’s
it! There were no stores, no restaurants,
and only two or three very small bare-
bones resort hotels for scuba divers and
fisherman. As a matter of fact, I ate all of
my meals next door from Ron at the
Southern Cross Club which was one of
the small establishments on the island.

The other issue with Little Cayman was
the grass airstrip which could be utilized
by only the smallest of propeller-driven
airplanes. As I am packing for my trip
home on the night before my departure,
Ron tells me with a straight face that my
departure is going to be delayed for at
least another 2-3 days. He told me that
the grass covering the landing strip was
getting much too long. Especially when
wet, the long grass causes the pilots to
have difficulty with the stability of the
aircraft during take-offs and landings.
When I questioned Ron about cutting the
grass, he said that the only lawn mower
on the island was down mechanical. It
needed one or two vital parts which were
on special order from the US.

When I questioned Ron as to the
alternative in case the parts don’t arrive
in time, he again, with a straight face said,
“We’ll have to bring over a herd of goats
from Cayman Brac. In a week or so they
will have eaten enough grass to make it a
manageable level for the pilots.” Are you
kidding me? As it turns out, the parts finally
arrived from the US but I had to spend an
additional three days on the island with
lousy propagation.

For another June Contest I travelled
to French St. Martin and operated as FS/
KA3B. If my memory serves me correct
this was 1991. I knew that travelling to a
location which is double-hop distance
from the US is taking a chance, but what
the heck, let’s try to give some of the guys

(and gals) a new one. There I sat with my
brand new Yaesu FT-650, 3 element beam
and vertical at the Coralita Beach Hotel
listening to white noise day after day. I only
made a handful of contacts on that trip.
The frustrating part was listening (on
scatter) to Bob Cooper who was operating
in the Azores as CU3/K6EDX. All I could
do was listen to him run stations in the
US and Europe which I couldn’t hear. Oh
well, at least I tried.

In 1990 or so I got the bright idea to
travel to the Caribbean during the late
November/early December time frame to
take advantage of some F2. I rented the
Great Abaco cottage of Steve Rut/edge
N4JQQ and was on the air as C6A/KA3B.
After a week or so of operating, I wound
up with 238 QSOs, mostly eastern US
stations on single-hop Es. My only F2
contacts were a handful into W6/W7 and
one with LA9ZV in Norway. Another bust!
Oh well, at least I tried.

Now I was getting agitated. After a
chance QSO with Glenn Stewart CP6BY
on 15 meters, he invited me down to Santa
Cruz, Bolivia. Glenn and his wife Judy
CP6AK were missionaries and had spent
many years there. Although Glenn wasn’t
active on 6m, he often spoke with many
South Americans on the HF bands who
were. He was thinking about giving the
band a try as there were no active stations
on 6m from Bolivia at that time. I figured
that this would be a great opportunity to
put a relatively scarce country on the air
and decided to visit Glenn during April of
1991 to take advantage of springtime TEP.

Glenn and his wife had a beautiful
residence on the outskirts of Santa Cruz
with a large tower in the back yard. Glenn
and I installed a new M2 5 element beam
above the HF tri-bander at the 80 foot
level. The equipment, which I left with him,
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consisted of an lcom IC5S1 and a 150 watt
amplifier. This operation wasn’t a total
loss, but it wasn’t exactly one for the
record books either. As CP6/KA3B the
highlights included 6m long path
propagation which I had never
experienced from any location prior. I am
talking about tong path to places like Asia
(Okinawa) and Europe (Italy and Greece)
with consistent 40 over S9 signals.

I apparently made many South
Americans happy because many of them
never worked or even heard a Bolivian
station in their life on 6m. Most of these
contacts were on back scatter or Es. Other
than the few dozen Mediterranean
stations, Asians, Africans and South
Americans, no contacts were made into
the heart of Europe or the US. I did work
a handful of stations in the US, but they
were via very weak backscatter. This trip
was particularly frustrating because many
stations in the US and Europe at that time,
and even to this day, need Bolivia (CP)
for a new country on 6m.

Although I left the equipment with
Glenn, his heavy workload as a
missionary precluded him from spending
a lot of time on 6m and taking Bolivia a
few notches down the Most Wanted List
for South American countries. He never
really set the 6m world on fire giving out a
new one. I spoke with Glenn a few times
after that trip on 15 meters but he was
having difficulty understanding the
nuances of 6m propagation and I don’t
believe that he had the time or patience
to sit in front of the radio day after day
waiting for openings to occur. I am not
faulting Glenn because he was a very
busy man with a wife and three young
children of his own. When he did get on
the air, he became frustrated when other
South Americans told him that he had

missed a big opening into the US or
Europe by a day or two. In all fairness to
Glenn, he just didn’t have the time
necessary to devote to 6m. As often
happens, I believe he soured on the band
and decided to spend his time on HF. Oh
well, at least I tried.

Unfortunately, my Bolivian escapade
doesn’t end there. On the afternoon of my
departure, Glenn took me to a Chinese
restaurant in Santa Cruz for a final meal
together. At that time in South America,
the US dollar was very strong and one
could purchase quite a bit when you factor
in the exchange rates, etc. We ordered
these two gigantic pu-pu platters which
contained just about everything on the
menu and we gorged like two men eating
their last meal before meeting the
executioner.

As he was driving me to the airport I
began percolating real bad. This wasn’t a
good sign! I always had a cast iron
stomach and it took a lot for me to feel
even the slightest bit queasy. We said our
goodbyes and I entered the airport
through the security gate. While waiting
to go through customs the urge hits me.
My stomach is doing flip-flops and my
eyes are rolling around in my head like a
slot machine. I ran to the men’s lavatory
and had spent considerable time there.
Things were so bad that if smoke alarms
were present, I would have set them off.
Over the next hour I had run to the lavatory
at least four times.

As I was going through the customs
checkpoint I was pulled aside by a well-
dressed gentleman who spoke excellent
English. He directed me to a holding room
where I was strip searched in the
presence of Bolivian Army troops carrying
sub-machine guns. They became
concerned with me for two reasons. First,
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they had observed me running back and
forth to the lavatory on several occasions,
often spending much time inside.
Secondly, I was the only American booked
on this aircraft of 220 people which was
heading to Panama City, Panama via
Menaus, Brazil. Since this region of Bolivia
was known for its cocaine trafficking, they
felt that I fit the profile of a smuggler due
to my behaviour and the fact that I was
the only American on the flight.

The well-dressed gentleman who I
assumed to be a supervisor or intelligence
officer, happened to see my Philadelphia
Police badge and Identification card when
he looked into my wallet. He asked me
several questions and when he was
satisfied that I wasn’t a security threat, he
politely apologized and had me expedited
to the boarding area. It’s a good thing I
had left all of that radio gear with Glenn.
Otherwise, I really would have had a lot
of explaining to do.

Anyone from the US who travels to
Mexico, Central America or South America
and who contracts a “bug” from drinking
water or food, is said to have
“Montezuma’s Revenge.” Well, I had it
alright. It took me almost 2 months before
I finally got it out of my system. The flight
home was horrible. Luckily, no one sat
next to me on any of my flights as I had to
change aircraft three times. Otherwise,
they would have surely asked for a refund.
Over the next week I had developed a low
grade fever, chills, and loss of appetite.
By the time the symptoms went away after
the two month period I had lost nearly 30
pounds!

On one final side note about that trip,
when the aircraft landed in Panama City,
Panama there was a two hour lay-over and
they allowed us to leave the plane and go
into the secure terminal area. I entered

some sort of electronics store where they
had on display a complete line of all the
Yaesu HF and VHF products as well as
some Kenwood and lcom gear. I thought
that was strange to see such things for
sale at an airport.

That basically outlines the extent of my
6m publishing and DXpedition activities.
The DXpeditions were the easy part
because they were essentially ham
vacations. My publishing activities on the
other hand required many long hours of
hard work since it was a one-man
operation. If you’ve never seen any of my
old newsletters, they were all prepared on
an old electric typewriter. Many hours
were spent reading and answering mail,
preparing copy, going to the printer,
stuffing envelopes, and running to the
post office so that the 6m gang would get
their DX information in time. Much of this
was done while I was routinely working
12 hours shifts on the Philadelphia Police
Department with usually one day off each
week.

I was so involved with my newsletter
activities that I hardly ever had time to sit
down and enjoy the radio myself. Often
times I just listened to the gang making
DX contacts or monitored 28.885 MHz
while I was busy pecking away on the
typewriter. All of this came at considerable
personal expense as well because many
hams were receiving the publications from
me free of charge. Most of them were
located overseas and my mailing costs
alone were astronomical, not to mention
printing costs and money I had to allot for
the purchase of envelopes and other
stationary. However, it was well worth the
effort because at the time it was a labor of
love and I had made a lot of friends in the
process who corresponded with me on a
regular basis. As a thank you for my
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services, I was awarded SMIRK’s
International Award of Merit for my
contributions in the promotion of 6m. This
award was bestowed upon me one year
at the Dayton Hamvention during one of
the 6m conferences. Unfortunately, due
to work commitments I wasn’t able to
attend the Hamvention that year in order
to receive the award in person. It would
have been nice to meet some of the guys
I heard or worked so many times on 6m.

Due to increased work responsibilities
as a police supervisor, family issues and
6m burn-out, I turned over the reins of the
50 MHz DX Bulletin to Victor Frank K6FV
and took a hiatus from all 6m activities.
Sadly, it was at that time that I was
gathering information and preparing a
manuscript for a planned 6m book, which
had never been done before. Basically all
books up until that point had been “VHF”
books with a chapter on 6m. Although Ken
Neubeck WB2AMU (Six Meters -Guide to
the Magic Band) and Don Field G3XTT/
NK1G (6 Metre Handbook) have beat me
to it, there is something inside of me (a
little voice in my head, perhaps) that tells
me that I should take a crack at it as my
attempt at a 6m book would look very
different from theirs. The only deterrent for
pursuing such a project is that I lost all of
my historical documentation, photograph
files and massive 6m QSL collection from
past 6m DXpeditions (other than my own)
during my flooded basement episode
back in the 1990s.

With nearly 10 years of 6m promotion
and DX activity under my belt, I can tell
you that the committee’s discussion of
recurring low activity has been, is, and
always will be an exercise in futility. There
is no point in obsessing over this fact as I
have in the past. Simply put, 6m is a “DX
Band”....period. For all intents and

purposes it is a band for award chasers,
contesters and propagation theorists.
There is nothing wrong with this - it is what
it is.

Here in the US, 2m and 6m AM
operation was routinely used for local chit-
chat and communication via round tables
and nets up until the mid 1960s. When
affordable 2m FM transceivers and
repeaters exploded upon the scene in the
late 1960s and early 1970s, 6m became
a wasteland except for the DX’er and
contester in the CW/SSB portion of the
band with a handful of hams using AM
around 50.400 MHz and a smattering of
hams using FM on 52.525 MHz simplex
and on a few repeaters. It is essentially
that way 40 years later in 2010.

Consider these two items. Ever since
the introduction of the Icom IC-706 , 6m
is now considered “standard” and is
available on most new HF rigs being
produced. Has this fact of readily available
6m capability over the past 15 years or
so made a marked difference in the
number of hams routinely using 6m? Of
course not! Has the easing of licensing
requirements in most countries in an effort
to get more people into the hobby,
especially on VHF frequencies, made a
large difference in the number of hams
routinely using 6m? Of course not!

Many years ago during my 6m
publishing days I began putting together
a 50 MHz Activity List with known 6m
stations listed according to grid square.
Call signs were added to the list by virtue
of on-air activity, contest logs, VHF club
rosters, news from other VHF newsletters,
magazine columns, etc. I had determined
that in a 50 mile radius around
Philadelphia there were approximately
200+ stations with 6m SSB capability. Yet,
local nets conducted by individual groups
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or clubs would have no more than 10 or
15 check-ins per session. Also, CQ’s
during the course of the day (and evening)
would often go unanswered. How do you
explain this? It is very simple. As I have
stated a few paragraphs back, 6m is
viewed as a DX band. It will never take
the place of 2m or 70cm FM for local
communications use, unless of course,
the ITU decided to ban all 2m and 70cm
activity. Then, hams would need a place
to go for their local communications
needs and would probably utilize 6m
more in the process.

My advice to the UKSMG Committee
is to relax, enjoy 6m for what it is, and
continue to do the wonderful job that
you’ve done over the many years. In my
view, the UKSMG is the premier 6m club.
Although I was a member of SMIRK (#
4860), it doesn’t appear to be the force it
once was. Many years ago under the
leadership of Ray Clark K5ZMS, SMIRK
was very active in the promotion of the
band. Ray was even running a 6m column
in Worldradio Magazine in an attempt to
“spread the word.” When looking at the
SMIRK website today, much of the
information presented is outdated. Their
message board was closed in March 2009
and the last piece of DX news listed is from
June 2009. Many well known 6m
operators are listed as club directors, but
yet the website seems to be lacking. This
is not a good sign. Websites, once
established, are one of the easiest things
to maintain and upgrade. In today’s
computer world, a club website is a direct
reflection of the club itself.

If SMIRK is not able to keep things “up-
to-date” with fresh information and ideas,
they will have difficulty fulfilling their
mission as they once did. If a club does
not have members who possess the hard

work and dedication required to keep their
club vibrant, they are doomed. In all
fairness to SMIRK, I haven’t corresponded
with any of their members in many years
(especially some of the directors). So it is
possible that they are doing things
“behind the scenes” that aren’t getting
much exposure in the amateur press.
That’s not good either. I always believed
that a club must advertise their
accomplishments so that the amateur
community can be made aware of such
things. In due time, when a legacy of
accomplishment is established, mere
mention of the club in print or conversation
will become synonymous with honor,
integrity and service. Reputation is the
biggest selling point a club or organization
has. I was also a member of the Six Club
(# 814). Their website, although recently
reconfigured, is also rife with outdated
information. This leads us to another
problem as it relates to belonging to a
group and making contributions for the
betterment of the group.

As an example, let’s get back to the
February 2009 (Issue #98) of Six News. I
was absolutely astounded when I looked
at the membership count outlined on
page 7. How is it, that two countries as
large as the US and Canada with many
“big gun” 6m operators have only 66
UKSMG members between them? There
were 65 listed for the US and only 1 for
Canada. How is this possible?

It is possible for several reasons. The
first one of course, is your wonderful
website. It provides the 6m operator with
a wealth of information at no cost. This is
why the UKSMG may, at times, have
difficulty recruiting new members or
retaining old ones. You are a victim of your
own success. What additional benefits
would UKSMG membership bring to those
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active 6m operators who are not currently
members? Are those additional benefits
worth a yearly fee to these individuals?
Probably not.

I know I will get flack for saying this,
but I have found in my experience that
most hams are not joiners or belongers .
They prefer to fly solo, wandering
aimlessly around the bands, making
contacts here and there without that “one
thing” that defines their ham radio identity.
You know, the fruit cake around the corner
who spends all of his time on 10m FM
listening to 29.600 MHz in hopes that
someone will break his squelch, that
wacky guy you occasionally see at the
local hamfest who is just crazy about 1.2
GHz EME and thinks about nothing else,
the other goof ball down the street from
you who is trying to contact every maritime
mobile in the world on 20 meters and of
course, the 6m nut. Thankfully, there are
some hams who devote practically all of
their time and energy into that one thing
which makes them “tick.” The ham radio
hobby needs people like that.

Herein lies the dilemma as a band
promoter and club recruiter. Everyone
thinks that their “band” or their “thing” is
the best...and maybe it is. So, how do you
take one of these “drifters”, expose them
to the wonders of 6m and then “convert”
them? Forget about converting anyone.
It rarely happens. All you can do is plant
the seed and hope that it takes root. With
the case of 6m, there isn’t enough
sustained activity (remember, 6m is a DX
band), and this is exactly what causes
many potential 6m operators to lose
interest very quickly.

But that is “our” fault. Every time I see
6m promoted it is from the “DX” point of
view - how low power and a modest
antenna can produce fantastic results

during band openings that are “magic.”
This fact is absolutely true, but what else
does 6m have to offer? The “what else” is
what the UKSMG and other 6m clubs have
to focus on if they want activity and club
membership to increase.

It is understandable when you can’t
get the drifter-type to forgo everything else
and have him or her concentrate a little
more of their effort on 6m. But what about
the so-called 6m operators we already
have? In the past I’ve tried to explain to
people that there are 6m operators and
there are “VHF’ers.” There is a difference.
Many of the VHF’ers I have known in the
past would spend time on all of the bands
at their disposal - 6m, 2m, 70cm, 1.2 GHz,
etc. They would spend a little time on 2m
SSB, then they might make a contact or
two on 70cm CW, then they might play
around on 1.2 GHz - they are all over the
place. Sure they’ll get on 6m, but only
during contests or during a really big band
opening. Other than that, they have no
desire to use the band for routine
everyday communication. And again,
there is nothing wrong with that. There are
many individuals like this who just refuse
to sit on one frequency or use one band
day after day. If you are looking to convert
this VHF’er (much like the drifter) into a
full-time 6m operator, you have a fart’s
chance in a hurricane of doing so.

With all that is discussed in the
UKSMG Committee concerning activity
levels and club growth, just continue to
do what you are doing. Growth will be
slow (if at all). Then, depending on the
progress of Cycle 24, you will see a spike
in local activity and club membership if
the F2 can once again become
commonplace on the band.

The UKSMG is not alone. I will use 10-
10 International of which I am a member
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(#24553) as an example. Ten-Ten
International is the premier 10m group,
bar none. To this day they have issued
over 75,000 membership numbers to
clubs and individuals. When you subtract
silent keys, hams no longer in the hobby,
hams no longer operational on 10m,
defunct clubs, etc, you would probably
wind up with around 20,000 “potential”
dues-paying hams. I can tell you that the
“actual” number of dues-paying 10-10
members was around 5,000 a couple of
years ago, about 8% of the total numbers
issued.

Ten-Ten International officials also
lament the lack of activity on the local level
and have done everything imaginable to
spur activity through specialized contests,
local nets and certificate hunting (paper
chasing). It is no secret - 10m (like 6m) is
a DX band. We’ve been in a solar
minimum. When the DX conditions
improve, hams will come out of the
woodwork. They will begin “hanging
around” their band of preference more
often (whether it’s Gm or 10m) and will
be more apt to check into local nets and
to support their favourite club (whether it’s
the UKSMG or 10-10).

Club membership, however, is an
entirely other issue which I touched on
briefly. Most hams, if they join a club at
all, have a sense of entitlement as to what
benefits can be reaped from the club,
rather than joining in order to make a
contribution (no matter how small) to
make the club better for everyone
involved. We all know that with most any
club or organization, 1% of the people
wind up performing 99% of the work.

All you can do is what you are doing
(and that is a very good job) of providing
an excellent publication (Six News) along
with a wonderful website. There was an

old saying, “Build it and they will come.”
We have another saying here in the US,
“You can lead a horse to water but you
can’t make him drink.” The moral of the
story is: DON’T SWEAT IT. EVERYTHING
IS OKAY.

On the bright side, look at all that has
been accomplished and learned since the
UKSMG was founded. DXCC is no longer
a dream and is easily obtainable with low
power and a modest antenna. With the
increased seasonal activity such as the
northern hemisphere Es season, SSSP
propagation has been discovered with
much more to be learned. Digital
communication has opened the possibility
of DX during seemingly dead-band
conditions. These are just a few small
examples.

Yes, I understand the frustration of
some when random CQs throughout the
day go unanswered. Yes, I understand the
frustration when one wants to chat with a
station for a few minutes during a routine
single-hop Es opening and all the other
operator is interested in is your grid
square. Yes, it boggles the mind when you
know there are hundreds of operators in
your local area with Gm capability but only
4 or 5 show up for the local net. Yes, I
know....I know!

Don’t knock yourself out. It’s not worth
it. Continue to run the club in the excellent
manner in which you have. Those who
truly enjoy 6m will join and hopefully
contribute. But in order to entice 6m
operators to join the UKSMG, it’s
incumbent upon the committee to
emphasize exactly what benefits are to be
gained by becoming a member and
“staying” a paid-up member.

The average 6m operator or DXer just
wants information. When they can get all
the information they need off the UKSMG
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website for free, what’s the point in
joining? On the other side of the coin, by
restricting DX-related news and the like to
a members-only area of the website, it
would then alienate the non-members and
they would go looking elsewhere for their
information. Websites in general are a
boon for clubs, yet at the same time they
are a curse for this very same reason.

Before I end this lengthy missive, let
me tell you about a 6m promotional idea I
had a couple of sun spot cycles ago. I
pitched it to CQ Magazine (by letter)
several times during two sunspot cycles
and never received a reply, pro or con -
not once!

In order to take advantage of potential
F2 openings during the sunspot cycle
peak, I had proposed a CQWW 5O MHz
Contest which would take place in two
parts.

Part 1 would take place over a 7 day
period (from Wednesday to Wednesday)
encompassing the October CQWW SSB
Contest weekend in the middle.

Part 2 would take place over a 7 day
period (from Wednesday to Wednesday)
encompassing the November CQWW CW
Contest weekend in the middle.

Many individuals and groups travel to
exotic locations for these events and I felt
that it would be a great way to get 6m DX
activity from these exotic locations during
peak sunspot cycle years, especially
during the October/November time frame
when F2 is more prevalent. Many groups
in the past had taken 6m gear along as a
novelty, but their obvious emphasis was
on the HF bands. This wasn’t just about
the contest DXpeditions that were out
there and getting activity on 6m from them
- this was about getting everyone involved
in one big week-long 6m party (twice a
year).

The idea of the contest wasn’t so much
about scoring, which could be difficult
when trying to make a worldwide 6m
contest fair and equitable, but it was more
about a sidelight to celebrate the two
biggest DX competitions in the world and
have 6m be part of it. I had outlined an
entire set of rules with scoring procedures
and was willing to do all the work myself -
log compilation, scoring, certificate
issuance, etc. It is quite possible that CQ
Magazine thought I was a crackpot and
didn’t want their magazine associated with
such an endeavor. I still to this day believe
that the idea has a lot of merit and would
be a great deal of fun for the 6m
community.

Here is the US, the ARRL VHF contests
have needed a shot in the arm for years.
On several occasions in the past I have
submitted proposed changes to make
their contests more interesting. Most of
the changes regarded the contest
exchange, multiplier determination and
scoring. Again, like CQ Magazine, I was
ignored. No letter was ever received
thanking me for my input or a letter
encouraging me to present more ideas.
This was also part of the reason that I
“threw in the towel” back in the early
1990s.

I am not saying that CQ or the ARRL
had to accept my ideas, but they should
have at least acknowledged the fact that
there are those of us out who have fresh
ideas. It is all about getting more hams
active and making contesting fun again.
The problem back then was probably with
old-school thinkers who are running the
show -those reluctant to change as they
are afraid it might upset the apple cart.
This is why the ARRL hasn’t changed the
premise and scoring of their VHF
contests.
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To do so, it would negate all past
scoring records and I know of some old
timers on the VHF bands that hold near
and dear their conquests of the past. They
want their past scoring achievements to
remain as benchmarks for others to strive
to surpass. The implementation of any
new scoring system would therefore
relegate their past scoring achievements
as a footnote in VHF contest history....just
my opinion.

I think that I’ve said quite enough. I
didn’t mean to bore you with all that stuff
from the old days. As I was typing this
letter I began reminiscing about the good
ole’ days when I ate, drank and slept 6m.
It was a lot of fun in those pre-Internet days

with the daily chatter on 28.885 MHz. Do
you know of anyone who builds time
machines?

As I mentioned in the beginning of my
letter, I have re-joined the UKSMG by
submitting my application and fee to Alex
K5UNY. I probably won’t be active again
on any band until I move from my
apartment and purchase a home.
Hopefully that will happen within the next
few years. However, if the mood strikes
me, maybe I’ll saddle-up and try a 6m
DXpedition sooner than that - it’s been a
while.

Have fun ....Good DX on 6m
UKSMG #158 SMIRK # 4860 Six Club

#814

(1) We help local amateurs in countries
that are not permitted to operate on
50MHz gain permission.
(2) We support beacon projects to aid
propagation studies (GB3SIX, JX7SIX new
antennas, GB3BAA PA modules, 5T5SIX
complete beacon).
(3) We sponsor DXpeditions that focus
on 50MHz.
(4) We encourage visitors to a country
not active on 50MHz to operate.
(5) We arrange the provision of
equipment to operators who want to
operate on 50MHz (W3BO FT857 “flyaway
kit” available on loan).
(6) We actively encourage local amateurs
to operate on 50MHz for the first time.
(7) We publish a quarterly magazine, Six

Ten Reasons to Join the UK Six Metre
Group Today
Tell your friends!

News to provide in-depth articles not
available on the Internet.
(8) We run probably the best amateur
radio web site in the world dedicated to
50MHz (www.uksmg.org.uk).
(9) We have over 650 members who
provide information on all aspects of
operation on 50MHz.
(10) We have established THE contest
event of the year: the UKSMG sporadic-E
competition in June.
We need money in the form of
subscriptions to undertake the above
activities.
Our subscriptions are very low, why not
help us get more activity on the band.  You
know that it will benefit you when you work
that new country for the first time!
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50 MHz EME on the Maldive Isle
Pierre Pasteur, HB9QQ

I have been on the Maldive Islands
many times during the last 20 years and
worked a great number of stations on HF
as well as on 50 MHz (F2) during the solar
maximum periods.

Between 22-30 March 2009 I made an
EME test in 8Q7 with 450 watts on a 6
element beam (6m boom). The only
station I heard a few sequences was W1JJ
with -26dB. I called him but I had no reply.

It was obvious that such a set up was
not adequate. I then built a computer
optimised beam (by DL7ZB) with 7
elements on a 10m boom. The QTH was

the same isle of Velidhu (MJ64je) which
is about 80 Km west of Male.

The beam (see the photograph below)
was placed on an eight metre mast and
fed with low loss cable (less then 1dB)
and I used a 450 watt final amplifier.  I soon
realized that even with this set up the traffic
would be marginal. But finally I managed
to work W7GJ, W1JJ, K6MYC, OH2BC,
W1VHF, OH6MIK and JR6EXN.

Furthermore I could decode the
following stations without being able to
work them: W8MGJ, N8JX, N6RMJ,
N3CXV, IW5DHN, G4IGO, OK7XX, KJ9I,

K2ZD, VE5UF, and W7CE. Some
stations were noticed for just one
sequence, some other for up to
8 sequences.

On Saturday the 27th I started
the PC at 1045z to be ready for
moonrise and I found the screen
completely full of thick white
lines. We had a strong sporadic
E opening to the northeast
(probably India and/or Sri Lanka)
with TV carrier over S9 all over
the 6m band. I started
immediately to call CQ on 50.110
MHz, but had no reply. At 1135z
the TV signals disappeared.

Conclusion:
It is quite obvious that such

equipment, as mentioned above,
is very marginal. Unfortunately
conditions after the 29th march
were poor, as also realized by the
2m EME operators. To be really
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50.000 - 50.100 CW only 50.000 - 50.080 Beacons
50.060 - 50.080 Beacons (USA)
50.090 CW calling frequency

50.100 - 50.500 SSB and CW only 50.100 - 50.130 DX window (IARU R2 to 50.125,
Australia to 50.150)

50.110 Inter-regional calling frequency
50.125 Domestic calling frequency (IARU R2)
50.150 SSB centre of activity (IARU R1)
50.185 Cross-band centre of activity
50.200 MS reference frequency (IARU R1)
50.210 Calling frequency (France)
50.250 - 50.280 Narrow band digital modes

50.500 - 52.000 All modes (IARU Region 1)

50.500 - 54.000 All modes (IARU Region 2)

 Notes:
The DX window is only to be used for QSOs between stations in different regions.

The 50.110 inter-regional calling frequency is not to be used for QSOs.  Please

QSY even when working inter-regional DX.

Consolidated 50MHz Band Plan

successful in an
expedition like
this, one would
need an eight
element beam
on a 10m or even
higher mast,
coax with even
lower attenuation
and an output
power of 1 Kw.

But it was an
interesting ex-
pedition with a
fine team on a
fine Island.

73 de Pierre,
HB9QQ, 8Q7QQ
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Voluntary Operating Code of Practice
for Six Metre Operators

Please read these recommendations
carefully and try to adopt their use in your
everyday operating.

SIX METRES AS A DX BAND: Six
metres is a DX band and it, along with
other six metre operators, should be
treated with respect and tolerance.

LOCAL BAND PLAN: Always respect
your local band plan.  Details vary around
the world, but the generally recognised
international bandplan is given on the next
page.

LOCAL QSOs: Do not cause nuisance
and disturbance to other operators with
local QSOs within the 50.100MHz to
50.130MHz DX Window.

LEARN TO LISTEN: True six-metre
DXers spend about 5% of their time
transmitting while 95% of time is spent
listening and observing changing band
conditions and propagation modes.  This
will be far more effective than just calling
CQ DX at random.

50.100 - 50.130 DX WINDOW: The DX
Window is widely accepted and should in
principle be used for INTER-REGIONAL
DX QSOs only.  The definition of what
constitutes a ‘DX’ station lies with an
individual operator especially when a
station within your own region constitutes
a new country.

50.110 INTER-REGIONAL CALLING
FREQUENCY: This should be used for
long-range DX contacts only.  Do not
under any circumstances engage in local
regional QSOs on this frequency even for
a minute or two.  Do not encourage pile-
ups on 110.

50.110 CQING: LISTENING is the first
rule of working rare DX on six metres.  So
think twice before calling CQ on 110.  But
the occasional CQ is good as it can
discover an unrecognised opening.

QSO TECHNIQUES: Follow the style
and take the lead of the DX operator in

providing information.  Otherwise keep it
simple as there are other stations waiting
in line.

DX PILE-UP OPERATING: You should
listen to the DX stations carefully and not
continue to call if they request a particular
country or prefix if that is not you.  You
should NOT call if you cannot hear the DX
station!

SPLIT FREQUENCY OPERATION:
When a DX station creates a large pile-
up, split-frequency operating is
recommended.  To minimise interference
with other DX stations operating simplex,
it is recommended that a maximum split
of 10kHz is used.

DUPLICATE QSOs: It is always
tempting to call a rare DX station every time
you hear it.  This should be avoided as it
means that you taking away the
opportunity for the DX station to work a
new station and give them their first QSO
with the DX country.

CW OPERATION: CW is probably the
major mode of operation on six metres due
to the usually weak nature of many real
DX openings

FM QSOs: All FM transmissions
should be made above 50.300 MHz for the
obvious reason that FM is wide-band and
could wipe out weak DX signals.

MICROPHONE GAIN: Proper gain
adjustments will reduce distortion and will
also reduce interference with operators on
nearby frequencies.

This is a summary of the
recommended Operating Code of Practice
as issued by the UKSMG in conjunction
with JAROC, HARDXA, SixItaly, DRAA,
LABRE-SP and SSA.  The full version can
be found on the UKSMG website at http:/
/www.uksmg.org/code.htm.  Comments,
additions or amendments should be sent
to Chris Gare, G3WOS at g3wos@
uksmg.org.
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UK Six Metre Group

The UK Six Metre Group (UKSMG) was formed in 1982 with the primary aim of
encouraging an interest in the 50MHz band by all amateurs. It maintains a beacon fund
to finance and  provide beacons in various parts of the world. Over the last few years the
group has also supplied many pieces of equipment to encourage and help six metre
enthusiasts activate new counties.

The ambition of the UK Six Metre Group, through the medium of its quarterly newsletter,
‘SIX NEWS’, is to provide the best information available on all aspects of the band, including
such things as DX news and reports, beacon news, propagation , six metre equipment
reviews, QSL addresses, DXpedition news, and technical articles.

Why not join the UKSMG and give us a try?  We  have already attracted over 700
members in over 50 countries around the world. The subscription rates are as follows:
UK - £12.00, Europe - £13.00, rest of world £16.00 (air mail).

Internet-only subscription (‘Six News’ by download, no printed copy): £10.00 for all
countries.

Send to: Secretary of UKSMG: Chris Deacon, G4IFX, Spring Valley, Churt Road,

Churt, Farnham, Surrey GU10 2QU.

Cheques in local currency should be made out to ‘UK Six Metre Group’. Or send to
one of our Country Managers below. (Cheques made out in equivalent local currency in
the name of the Country Manager).  Alternatively you can pay by credit card.

France Georges Vialet - F8OP, 541 route de Tournus, “Le Cottage”, 71290 Cuisery.

Hong Kong Charlie Ho - VR2XMT, PO Box 80424, Cheung Sha Wan, Hongkong.

Italy Michele Coppola - I7CSB, c/o AR Elettronica, Via P Nenni, 114 San Severo
(71016) EG.

Japan Han Higasa - JE1BMJ, P.O. Box 38, Yachiyo, Chiba 276-8691.

Poland Bart Bzymek- SQ1K, PO Box 18, 78-540 Kalisz Pomorski. Tel: +48 663 808 343.

Spain J R Hierro Peris - EA7KW, Oceano Indico, 11 Mairena del Aljarafe, Sevilla 41927.

Sweden Johan Hansson – SMØTSC, Rullstensgränd 8, S-135 50 TYRESÖ

USA Pete Varounis - NL7XM, PO Box 3026, Easton, PA 18043-3026.

Name:______________________First: ____________    Callsign:________________

Address:______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Postcode (Zip code): ________________  County (State): _____________________

Country: __________________________________ Date: ______________________

Telephone (Optional): ___________________________

Credit card number: ___________________________ Expiry date: ______________

Your name as it appears on the card: ______________________________________
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• A Publication for The Radio Amateur Worldwide

• Articles Covering VHF, UHF and Microwaves

• Design, Construction and Testing Information

• PCBs and Kits Available

VHF Communications

Four magazines per year, £20.75 including surface mail delivery

For more information or to subscribe – http://www.vhfcomm.co.uk
email - andy@vhfcomm.co.uk

63 Ringwood Road, Luton, Beds, LU2 7BG, U.K.  tel / fax  +44 1582 581051



Open six days a week. Mon - Fri: 9.30am - 5.30pm  Sat: 9.00am - 5.00pm

Outline House, 73 Guildford Street, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 9AS
Tel: 0845 2300 599 

        (Local Call Number) Tel: 01932 567 333 (Direct Dial Number)

Web: www.hamradio.co.uk    E-mail: sales@hamradio.co.uk E&OE

* with optional UT-20 23cm module fi tted)

The Kenwood 

TS-2000E

160m to 23cm* all in one compact box!
 

With no current competition, the Kenwood TS-2000 series is unique in today's market 

place. Its excellent performance across all Amateur Bands makes the transceiver an 

ideal shack station. Built in TNC, proper IF DSP, twin receiver, internal Auto-ATU and 

auto tracking satellite functions make this stand out amongst the crowd.

Why not consider a complete 

package?

TS-2000E, MC-60A Desk Microphone, 

Nissei PS30SW11 Metered PSU. 

All for only £1649.95

 

TS-2000E Basic: £1449.95  

TS-2000X (with 23cm):  £1799.95

General Specifi cations   

Wide Band reception Main: 

30kHz - 60MHz, 142 - 152MHz, 420 - 450MHz, 

1240 - 1300MHz (after dealer modifi cation)  

Sub: 118 - 174MHz, 220 - 512MHz (FM/AM 

modes only)  

Output HF/50/144MHz: 100W  

440MHz: 50W  

1200MHz: 10W  

Dimensions: (W x H x D): 270 x 96 x 317mm
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